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Abstract

Bijan Bhattacharya is one of the most significant figure in the history of Bengali drama
literature. It can be said that he started his theater career in the 1940. There was a group of
anti-fascism writers who started the independent theatrical movement on going beyond the
reach of commercial theatre. Their cultural branch was the Indian People's Theatre
Association. The most influential and unforgettable event in the world of Bengali theater
literature is the 'Gananatto movement'. Bijan Bhattacharya was one of the proverbial
personality of this theatrical movement. However, this movement of the 1940s was not born
in one day. The play 'Nabanna' was born out of this unstable political context. Most of the
plays of that time were mainly stories of kings and queens, stories of the people of the upper
class society, the stories about various mythology and history. No other writer portrayed the
life of middle class people as truly as Bijan Bhattacharya portrayed their lives in his play
‘Nabanna'. The backdrop of this play was the turmoil of World War 11, August movements of
1942, the Bengal famine and natural disasters. In this play Bijan Bhattacharya depicted
those people who could barely afford food at that time. Throughout this play, he showed the
pathetic situations of the farmers. Famine, depression, brutal British rules, the plight of
people of Aminpur caused by blackmarketing and at the end, the eventual protest of the
people which gave them the freedom from all these misery have been perfectly illustrated in
the play. At the end of the famine, all of them were united and celebrated the New Rice
Festival. It seemed the joy was sounding everywhere at the end of the play ‘Nabanna'.
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