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Abstract
For centuries now, Bengali language and literature has flourished in Tripura and has become
an integral part of its society and cultural identity. During monarchy, from around 5th-6th
century AD the influx of Bengali speaking people began in Tripura which has had a profound
impact on the Kingdom of Tripura, it’s Royal family and also on its literature and culture.

In 14th century AD, Maharaja Ratna Manikya settled a large population of Bengalis from
Bengal Province into Tripura with the assent of Bengal s then ruler. Along with the spread of
Bengali language, from 15th century AD onwards Bengali literature also started to flourish in
Tripura.

In late 15th century AD, on the instructions of Maharaja Dhanya Manikya, Chantai
Durlabhendra and poets Baneshwar and Shukreshwar compiled a chronicle of the Kings of
Tripura, known as Rajmala (Pratham Lahar), which is considered to be one of the oldest
examples of Bengali literature and composition. Thus, during the time Boro Chandidas's “Shree
Krishna Kirtan” Kabya, Krittibass “Shree Ram Panchali” Kabya & Chandidas and
Bidyapati’s ‘Baishnab Padabali’ were being composed in Bengal, a historical chronicle of the
Kings of Tripura in Bengali was written in Tripura. Between 15th & 18th century, three more
Lahar(parts) were subsequently added to it.

Since Medieval times till the recent years, the Kings of Tripura have supported and
encouraged Bengali language and literature, including translation of Sanskrit Purana into
Bengali, Vaishnab Padabali, poetry and prose and other forms of Bengali literature, with some
of these even created by members of the Tripura Royal family.

In the 20th century, post India s independence, monarchy come to an end in Tripura, with it
being integrated into India and a democratic system of government was established here. Since
then, Bengali language and literature has developed immensely in the state. At present, the
Bengali literary community of Tripura through their writing, research & craft has been
contributing greatly to the enrichment of the already vast and rich Bengali literary repository.

Outside Bengal, the tiny north-eastern state of Tripura has made significant contributions to
the enrichment, growth and development of Bengali language and literature. It’s literary
community has left a lasting and ever evolving impression on Bengali literature.

Keyword: Tripura, Rajmala, Maharaja Dhanya Manikya, Vaishnav Padabali, Medieval Bengali
Poetry, Bengali Literary History
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