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Abstract

Epistemology constitutes the foundational root of the majestic tree of philosophy; it is the
domain wherein the intricacies of knowledge are examined. Among the various
classifications of knowledge, perceptual knowledge (pratyaksha) stands as a primary form.
Through perceptual knowledge, we apprehend objects directly via sensory experience. As it
is derived from immediate experience, this form of knowledge provides essential clarity to
other epistemic domains. In Indian philosophy, there is a consensus among all schools
regarding the acceptance of perceptual knowledge. However, there is no lack of divergence
regarding the determination of its true nature. The Nyaya school, the preeminent logical
tradition of Indian philosophy, demonstrates profound intellectual rigor in defining the
nature of perception. It offers innovative arguments, such as conceptualizing the mind
(manas) as an internal sense organ, analyzing the multifaceted relationships between senses
and objects, and establishing detailed classifications of perception. Conversely, Jaina
philosophy — though not exclusively categorized by its logical methodology —exhibits an
equally sophisticated and subtle analytical approach to perception. Its methodology —
ranging from the exclusion of the mind from the strictly sensory apparatus, to the
differentiation between the perception of ordinary individuals and realized beings
(siddhas), and the delineation of various levels of perceptual knowledge —is in no way
inferior to that of the Nyaya school. While this discussion focuses specifically on
'matijnana' —the ordinary perceptual knowledge within the Jaina tradition—we have
attempted to provide a comparative analysis of the nature and classification of perceptual
knowledge, drawing from the seminal Nyaya text 'Tarkasamgraha' and the authoritative
Jaina scripture 'Tattvarthadhigamasutra'.
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