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Abstract
The short stories of Ashapurna Devi explore the inner lives of women, portraying their
responsibilities, struggles, and emotional experiences within familial and social structures.
Her narratives emphasize the complexities of middle-class life, drawing on her own
experiences to present authentic depictions of  women’s realities.
Through a perceptive artistic lens, she reveals the often-unnoticed dimensions of familiar
characters, highlighting their hidden strengths, conflicts, and aspirations. Her stories express
a subtle form of silent protest in everyday life, particularly among middle-class women,
giving voice to their unspoken struggles through figures such as housewives, widows, and
domestic workers.
Rather than presenting women as outright rebels, she depicts a restrained and nuanced form
of resistance emerging from within the domestic sphere. Her women are dignified, capable,
and morally resilient, often surpassing men in integrity. In doing so, her work addresses a
significant gap in earlier literature that overlooked
the psychological realities of middle-class women.
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