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Abstract

Mahasweta Devi’s novel ‘Byadhkhanda’ can be regarded as a modern and historical
reinterpretation of Mukundaram Chakrabarti’s ‘Abhayamangal’. In this reinterpretation,
Mahasweta Devi relocates the narrative from the realm of divine mythology to the lived
history of the marginalized people of the land. According to her perspective, the hunters or
the Shabars are the true bearers of history, whose voices Mukundaram Chakrabarti narrated
under the overarching framework of the divine glory of the goddess Chandi. In
Mukundaram’s text, the miraculous power of the goddess Chandi and the royal success of
the hunter-king Kalaketu occupy the central position. Mahasweta Devi, however, shifts the
focus toward the lived experiences of the Shabar community — their folk life, forest culture,
and the tragic consequences they face with the encroachment of modern civilization. While
the image of the hunter’s life in Mukundaram Chakrabarti’s “Abhayamangal” is shaped
within the framework of divine intervention, Mahasweta Devi liberates that image from its
supernatural aura and re-establishes it within the domain of historical reality. In Mahasweta
Devi’s reinterpretation, the characters Kalya and Phuli emerge as representatives of a
deprived and exploited tribal society. Their life narratives, which remain only as faint traces
or “frames of the past” in Mukundaram’s narrative, are brought to the forefront in her work.
The creative background of Mukundaram’s composition thus conceals within the folds of
history the suppressed narrative of an oppressed community, transforming it into a
profound artistic tension.Therefore, Mahasweta Devi's Byadhkhanda is not merely a
narrative of divine glory; rather, it unfolds as a poignant expression of the silent suffering,
protest, and lived realities of the marginalized Shabar community.
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