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Abstract

Since 1914, March 8th has been recognized as International Women's Day, commemorating
the movement of working-class women in New York in 1910. However, while this pertains
to the international sphere, what was the nature of this women's emancipation movement
within India —specifically in Bengal? To understand this, we must examine the nineteenth
century. The nineteenth century marked a pivotal turning point in Bengali society and
literature. During the eighteenth century, the British, having initially arrived with their
wares for trade, gradually consolidated their political authority. Following the Battle of
Plassey (1757) and subsequently the Battle of Buxar (1764), the British embarked on their
administrative journey by securing the rights to collect revenue from Bengal, Bihar, and
Odissa. Yet, at that juncture, the light of Western civilization had not yet begun to cast its
influence upon Indian civilization. In the early nineteenth century, for the sake of
administrative convenience —specifically to cultivate a class of indigenous clerks —a select
group of Indians gained access to Western education. When this new generation of Western-
educated youth analyzed their own society through a lens free of traditional prejudices, they
were deeply distressed by the deplorable condition of Indian women. They realized that
societal progress could only be achieved if the advancement of the larger segment of
society —namely, its women—was made possible. Consequently, the emancipation of
women became the central pillar of the social reform movements spearheaded by these
newly educated youths. Although they encountered numerous obstacles on this path, they
never faltered; and thus, under their leadership, a powerful wave of women's emancipation
swept across the entire nineteenth century.

Keywords: Women, Liberation, Society, Literature, Education, Rituals, Boundaries,
Reformation, Freedom

T 1ot TS CATET (246 F T 52 201 G 44t el (ea 161 2
SR GEIaEe for afedr a1 adaanEe Afegaices IR@ e Tre @ TR
IFA GIF GEE ARNTT @R O AREAE Aol 91 fFg G oyl oo
TERRCS AFCES QLT TRHIE FAAEF TWiTe AR | G2 TINAER NCHe &I it

F4-3, 2L-8, B, 303y gt Y00¢


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

TG Qe Tl O AT TACGHFITE FICHITTT CEFIND.... qET BT
el ol Teglos Fe TECFA FAF T w1 58 @B SAfaf¥fon Ao =1 e
TIGEACIR (5205-00213) 217 AR GG [[9f7 “fqae 96e | fagat Rt Prfersons g
@ FrEma vl T9 deifere T T G TweEeTe s Jfm Fwe 1w
TR @G FAT! e ©f @ 2e7 1 Eget (SoT-5¥ AB) @ @Ay Al eifelde
S NLYCol WA BN quH RS 791 (7 FoolF ACANPTERICS e WA AT
veedd foa Sitms LY Y9 VI8 WA ADINS 2| ORHT G5 I ARSI S T
QP LIS S QT | APy R Qieees Siesd fog sl 2@, am @3 sfaeq
o5 AT GIZIF THGFACNT N | TS ALH QAR N0 @ (@ fqnefer awar eroms
(5) TomIZ &t T T4

(*) g1 faR @bers w1

(0) B-FrFE aberw T4l

(8) Ifarz T i

(¢) IeHiaR ™ T

22T A A A TOMIZ &l 2ot | +feq e 79 7 oo B9 T2l 18R
SAFT QA W TN A FOMIZ 2Ll | AN, TSI (AT 9 I I8 GLIDI A Fomig
AR TN T ZRCR | A AT ATRWR AfCR (IR (T 2oz vy oo 93 38l
QAT &F (A [ROIF 8@z I @ fed | Fore qgsifed I el [Ree 2@ oz 58
OIS O AT Tl e g et | Ferprel #1297 O SrEred A | “Arprey e K
BT TW (R | (T2 IAIM] *1RCA2 AIPE! RO SR TomIcRd 7Lt feet-
EAR Srde SHdY SHdA | Sbdb | GG e
FfeTprel | 209 W 883 @88 SEW

(90T %), R9)
W3 33w ~ffEfore wifbry Are AR W2 STFH AT T I (B8] 8 FACE | O
TARE 9B 2UAE AR (BB GF EE AT ICARA OIMA W SCFL] 2 AID
TIFAF (SeCY-dvoe dlg) | ol @ e FHEMAS Tt FERETT- “In every city and district
vigilant and truthful inspectors were appointed to distinguish between voluntary and forced
'sati' and the prevent the latter” [Fazal: P-42] G®I%l &S %2 e A0 (AEF OF IE
FRISIFICA fCRIMEre @I OiF Il U2 22l I A (53 IR | [FF AN G ©OIF
AL SN NS (G 93 B T @SN FACS (AR | Sy AT 891
TeHe Wizd @ 43 Aih 9 99 FA @7 T4 W) T8 97 [Fae dfeqma 3w
CSICeT

“ T ALPITS (44, FTABE Bl AT FAHAME SN0t TN €<
“[TSIF ATHA A & A0 (AT (AR, TS FApae IR, FeTwiet
™3, (e 12 Wferss, S 59t i@, aseene s, g sin fRicarsfa, zz=te

Togad gyl e (Fiez: 2000: 7. 385) |

-3, ALA-8, B, 03 el Y00V



TG Qe Tl O AT TACGHFITE FICHITTT CEFIND.... qET BT
G2 T ALfeifed Tape A IR FUe Pifgm aemi | fof e g e vy
OIS T I LTS e [ oo (o Feae | O wfbead @ &b f[ee 2@

G A TSR AP fea o Mslo wiwer, o8 qefe (e 8 Rt
Freid el ©iF #Afapz o ey sfey vt =12 1 sremiz a4t aefe Bieca wremE
e IR fodt- @ awdfiee Fifer o @@ Awe I qrors [Rq@ awdw
SAACAET WG (A AW ACF P8 ©i3 oimd +{fer 71 zeel | (8 92 ox%7 gl
BIfeTCa SR (Re By JRYFMAT 2[FTAE Tl (@RI (Nora Mgy g weenwne 92 22|
@%W@%l

ATs, INAPE DA FF [RER aefered Faceq Tomz [ N | (2N 92
e AT TR (@ @ WY 1R YA 927 I 1 O NP W A>© (M T4’ FIC
ST (TR DO SRR TS vy Fel1E AT 73, FoMIed SrE©! (A @
I I
QTR (TEWI N0 AHIfTe 1 200! | e G BF 2N GO0 qHICS Hiace,
T RIS TR S 1 (@ I(ET0® SCEGR A6 AT Soieor N FHETa
fcay Seorsl S0 =TT FACRA |

gorre, ewact gt 2y andfins site «ft 12w 91 o/ TR ae Affew W
weifbee M mftE WCSlR W= W0 TS | WA (@ Ve <lifveA freern weis A
S W6 P BT WCSIe AN RfE TR | O (e R e
FE et W3 T9ER SEEE) TnRde IR Mo@Ae Wied (@9 ¢ el IRy TN
NS SO, @ FOR I T Do SARAFT T TFAT WS GBI AT
TrER TR

R A =S e
bete e 039 iy,
R ¥I<{1e 905 |
... AT *TSF *f:
@wd fore otacz 96 -
i oo @iy fowt S5,
T AT O 1”
oW il @I AACSE FeF Tl | ACSH A2 WoMeol Foio WaFd TG G8R qA
ares)d ofN<l fGRET St Mg Saf 70 ANCAR A1 S *oMHice e
QAT &N AT ReTas «fbes g9 @re A
IR SCAETER 2t 2 ot Sgavm Rmtse | el R ke dberm
YFCES O TR TS 2 I, {OITe FAPE TNNME CF@ | GRS (@A A=

F4-3, 2L-8, B, 303y e 3009



TR @I CFGH O IJGETT TACTEIE QAT CEFIAD,d... qEHT BT
FRCA @ (@ A7 *eifes THIE [QR F900! 9R @2 TG T T O A
R4y TFAN (Ol F90e 2ol | IiF 92 RYIAWE T (@K OIoRe R 93! Feoe | 72
T 93 TN E TS RGeS I G [RWpTe ke 2wt | Rt
G4QIfRaIed FoeF Saced =i =ER e Qe [Em -

“9ICS T qferrs T b “Afers st |

o2 FI9IRI ARl AeICe RLTCS 117 (AR efTer: gl @)
e« F@ T AR EkEe, o 26 - 7 Sqeet 2@, 9 e, 19 3@
2o ZCA, AGTF € oiel FAE [FQ 7ifee =0 |

feTeEe @3 e e e A Sofee | o TG (Sbr2o-9¢), @*IRvE

T (Sbobr-bY), *I¥7W ICT2NGR (Sh-8o-353¢), FANTHIZA W (Sb-85-59), FéIeTIa =& (Sv-84-
»555) @YY IfEma [<RIRAR AN Fa & 41 #gal (o7 FAce W1 RWeEa
QIS IR [LIRRAIR AR P 7 R ToR 9o o e 55 == v
(AR 532 7. W) OB g7 dfsfan [0 wiww a=el T35 1 T [gAfeices swdq
FACET O ST % [erid N oo v 701 o @ o qHifRefe cofaea
SreY-R GEIR WeT [gaifaices wga’ Figfe = 58 v faga “tne Ry e
TPhs oo IEM 1w e @3 “ffEfex e qafie *eiitee 7Kg q6re AR | ©F
SRIA SAEFTOIA A6 IO 612 &*ifis 2RCR |

e *erice oy M emm =vel [yaifaces e T (O AR AT 1 99
FIFe {EIT® TS THAvE O, ©fe 92 WA R F o [@ed S oRkEs o
BT FACe A1 TAFa @ [FABE It ATl GO @61 G638 sfear A
Fem qoE vl TSFE -

“TET | (T2 R A0SR [ 7, i- 1% 96! el 2@0R | Y3 SIS e 1”
(f@: 200¢: 7. )

el TR (@ o e SRRl @RI ACR TR Spame g [mieR
TS 2@ | [aRIREAER TWLE AT T T2 A0e fodre @R | g TS
TP AT e FE [T [wta @2 o3l owwre, Impms « [Ew awgEn
awge]d | o WCe REAIRIR e Tites EnivE fwem, o2 «fbcs Al merm s
T | 9N fof g @32 FRePIees T2t TopT wibce e RyR1 AR (2N (I
@A S AR LA ST SR o1 I | O FHAAANT W2 FCF R @A
N Tofl I@ ANCGH FORF! JE (@A | OIA TQICS TATITT I HIS
208 ©ite [l AR AN (74l I 11 IR O 2Ffes oI Fiphe Wiz =2
S T AR | Foes IR Sicweas Awds f2efa a8 Som vt @ a1 1
TAR *ME OF qF6 SHACN THATM T (SR YCAAGIET  (Sb-82-5555) |
FHRer, aftte feafar e o @Tw Fitrs F©6! g G G 441 =1 QR0
aERt Ty @ I @ o I T s oo [a@t [Raree W sEfe | oo I

F4-3, 2L-8, B, 303y gt J00b



TG Qe Tl O AT TACGHFITE FICHITTT CEFIND.... qET BT
TR e @ce [l @R F9ceq | R [{QR wiws Soaey [t feem od 3@
FERE |

A2, [ [ avfre a1 & e 99% 68 93 o7 JaEa JAwm- @
A I 2 BT PIRFIRARE TACE 32 @Fg7 | SFead I8 T i «fb wrdm
& oo

BT NS G AT TCS! 0T AR (FIaAlen A | (@ ey 2AF3 Fe QR G3e
AR I EIAT ABfere (FlA AU FAA 2T GIFIEEF TAE @R F9© | IO
forerane 3 @z Wee Ryl Face 911 F9 @6 T T ANE ©IF AFNE FE@ W@ | A
U8 AR SRS T 25 JEHRAR |

TR &It AT 90 Fe IFnad f[Aes Medid @ g 4@ feew of 7952 fmea
ICRAIR W T Ty O BT LT (BB FET G2 SLFIA FAIFACE Of ) o ATHF
T SPTCS 72Fe 27 | ORI RO SR 7@ (AT 92 NCoF AYCH IS “{igf T,

“I have taken a deep interest in the question since it was first seriously
agitated by our late lamented friend Vidyasagar for enactment there upon
saw the Maharaj of petitions on the subject had been presented to the
legislative council. Sir John Grant promised very shortly to introduce a Bill

for the abolition of Hindu Polygamy.” (@: ssus: %]. ©80)

TfAIRA I W M FheEe. ANCEsA FCacd | 78 [i*8 wemar afbcs =izq s
TT FACO HISCEA 1 | SR Mo ow e “fFaScTR T ofeq et «fbe oee 2 A |
IfEAGH BRI TS APHTe) R &2 G T8 FAC | ARBle A2 Rwmeeg «9
TR TS SFSIANE (TSI G IACO BRI | Fo1© WET IR IQRAR W Fd F8F
M | F vy TR *oH (@ NARCA ARCOPe IZRANRA AN T4 IQCR | FAGIAT
TR VAWM ST (@ FUA F©!, NoF, TN, &% Adq I((® A2 |1 TBqee
*o@d e qhF FAM FEPRT IQEEARE AN @ @11 St >t Alfred
AT S W2 TraAL FACS B XS] HAD AHTo@ SLEIAGICAR P | OfF IS S
JRRAMCA T~ A 1| @AW KA, (AR GIGRIN, FATFCe, Ao 93 7AG ST
QAR @2 OF FE AW TIAE GAAE P AT Aem w1 SrEseR@ fof
TR AACEHA (AF [T (AFRA | (- ‘(A1 GIGRIA SHAFCT AT @ AFFT T
TS MR | QU@ (@ CFS S 20 | S0 IET0® SCRIANG S AACE
TR SRR AR 2l QO AR | @A (@I B FI0Z TG 27409 @2 @ @
Frelhe 7w | e et fFred ez SRR F[TS A 7 @3 (IR 9F6 I
A A |

@A 2 AEF’ SRR e AR | AR 29 IIK9EE WEEs SR oLl
fIRTIPIER 23R Shvo AE GIFH AET 2o F41 27, qce 2y <@g e s1&faw a3
0 IZF LI A 2 1 Sbrdd AT (VWA [AMCZF &) FMH I3 52 I 3 741 2 | (b @
G, 97 JRIPIGR 2 e AR W FCa 6 FA00 S@IW gF &>

F4-3, 2L-8, B, 303y gt 3005



TG ST TR AOITIT I FTACTTFITE AT CLFIAD..... BT B4
IEMRE | 58 IEToH SEIEANGE, INGEAL IFT 2y TN N FACo 2 AANS JEH
e <% 2@ @) WIS G 2o 9 T o | e SEE THTeEr ST
JeRAceR erm dfoqm T TR, TN MR (R’ THMItTS IR (R
el S0 41 21 o 9B BT @ g a9t A A I aEie FEd @y
oY TS frers o Rifire & biEfed 1w Al Igura A3 A § IR0 9 I |
I BRIS TP N SPAIR AR Sbr IRCAF b [[KAR FACS AW WY AR
Y 41 TR | f[F8 T8 W8 IFRRAIR OHred 2od aetd Y7 g Al 2eere [ |
R FIGIE IARE2 TGS Tema oW 0T A FCECR | G2 FWMA O I Sl
TOh! HY] Sl FACS (B |
TRl Wretice & P ST TKme (I wwgs)d, IR 2rdifEe T
AT ©Yq2 TG I AN e o7 fFreraig THerq ek, B viel W (@ TeiEs A8
1 DI O A R (@ Yl e 91 6w el e 708 O el Ifa FAre
YFH TO2 AN OO & AT FHFTS FACO BI2e | AFFE TFIE2 2 TIZE
72 2R | WO (R G2 G<EE RS 20O wele | Wiy M IS AT ool
G2 TTHARES AN %7 fore RmRTed | ot @3 2ieie 77 feet | yp-8q e Tl i
8 TR fiad TTAIel AAPICS AT (IEME Fo 6T W, O@ O TCE ofid [ A 7y
TACS T | QAT Sbr8d AR 92 (3 [GH GBI @Y TR et For 2ifSdl Fea, dbb
AN 97 TN =Y @YF T | RApeiieicad Swpiesl aie st «Iifes erEme e [fife 270
QIR Toet R AT | SADA ACVHNGR AL WA FAET AT 6T TGS | 49
7d 9K wifed 7 Ffog T WR NAF S FPA Qb3 Ffe 2 @ Ol TS
A0S TN 2@ AW @2 T8 I B R geelre w@ W FEce AFEN |1 O[ @
TRERS TS 0% | IFAGE @ A JCECRA,
“... e X #fTe, FEemeR SREE AFR 34, T wie | {17 @R
wie | 3z A faRd 97, ... @ Sifoelm vam aivires wome, Gl sire 23a
1, B R YT qTe) O AT A 2bfeTe 23 TSTerD 1”7 (BB S08Y:
%, 8Y)
CIBRGOE F*FE @61 FIAGE! IENH TR HifFe [WEWMa ABER &F 2@ I |
@A TS AfTFIna Sy B Jave ARG IRRER | Sbreo AR 5T Wb (@Y
RIS @5 BTS T, “The eagerness of children to learn and their docility and

quickness correspond fully with what we have seen of the Bengali boys and in judgment of

their intelligent teachers for surpass what is found among European girls of the same age.”
GIF O AT NRAME FARICS S AT 200! @ 2370 | 741 R i Swenefe o
951 wwgsd 201 Al e Jmame Toe S B Sifers o107 41 1 |3 T (HpE
T 2ifeffre ‘GG et For, a5 (Rt o1 Q sowrma et 2T A 2lee | Qe
#Ffoers i i A1 AR o100Ta e (A e wadR- 9 ¢ o741 «ft ome fmrs
7571 78 TGS AR 8 R G Ty @wEm fEw [dwe 3@ @war @3 AN

-3, ALA-8, B, 03 el 0%



T @ AR AOIFIT AT TANGHEITE QITHITAT CEFIHCE.... qET BT
ferstore «ifapn ©ima IET AACe W1 G (A (REAWE TCo! A FACH et [oire
+faf%fs hea o e IR YEFE T 9w (9% FASTSl- ») TR Al i
AP T T ANGS R AT TS (@0 1 OIF Sbrqbe A AT AIFT o4t
FAE FMEA 8 FHYA (A 2.9, 2 (SAF G el J7Z FA0S 27 1 O s
e SR SR @ SQq T G (odl 2T | (18 FIAEAL (WA (T P
T AP e 711 W MRS ICHE A ATre g AF TYIT 20 2= | I
ST WO (TR HIP FACS AR A1 FATOR 57 71l 78 Woryfs a2 «elig I
foet 1 ol f@Ierd =19 T4 eterais ojrr Wl welk (el el wE [ W 7oA S

LG INCS (AR~ “Lastly the partition of India has dealt a severe blow to the family life
of several to India leaving behind their sources of income in land and properties”

(Introduction : 1958; P-1) €3 SR 74Icora WRerl A @ 0% SYAg Q@ GOARe ithd
T @ ©iE 9 et e I et
AR T A AR OO A WA @ ¢ @ T 2efeeT |

TYE TWEACEE A4 I A2 AT T T4, 8 @7 Aot © gefee
ICWAGR ST 9o A P IR, “IfeTe GRee e A7 ool fofor,
FEANETS!, (FRRAIAE, ERIAARTS! TOW AR A @7 Al Wl 8 Faqefoa e
TS «Q IS TS AR A GFAIE THFE A1 A1 (ICIALG: 555 7. So) T
SAPHTe] FRFFIE SIS, “AIES F-2AeRIE THge A9 & Tgesd S (eel Srofee
T *efics 17 (F1e2: 2000: 7, $05) SR ARHF GBI Fece fadl @3 @ T =t @
TIE AR Ao (SN TREH O TR ARNWA IR (=S @6z pd
AR | (18 ISR @R SEe WA 729 FCA HER |1 ©IF G *ofaicee TS
TR TR | @2 LI (1R TO6T 7R Tifs Wil 5 webi? T wife | @ & ahwme
1T A,

“MICHR 0T (VR FIF 6, (T2 I0F ORRN JoiF (@ Solme A G

FfACE, EBIE Ta = S ghre «ifaa &2 g dferna eor F=e

Qi | ey QR T, SfST@RI WS 1. (JIFR: 385Y: 7. 85)

ag e
e 32
> 1 @2, ARSI (SAIGR), Ffete (W CTET @ETF) &AW 4T | e 7y (@O, Arefel, Feire!
-0 |
31 SO, IENcm, b @92 A e Sifas SeeieE, IFTem (FTw),
508, W TR THEDE @, ¢, TR (AR, 7. 85|
© | IIFF, AT, $8d), TS | KyeS! &g Kowel, FeFre!, %.-85 |
8| ICWIAGE, AR, 355, T *otF TG ATHET 8 G A2 (Sb-¢o-5500) |
/S oA, Ferel-5, 7. o1

-3, ALA-8, B, 03 gt 205Y



TG Qe Tl O AT TACGHFITE FICHITTT CEFIND.... qET BT

@\ oI, QCeIbE, e e | el ey, 724

Y1 @, Bm, Soud, FEAMINE RWPTeR | Fe1wrel, 7, bd |

q fi@, A<, A f@e Semeq | B3 reter™ SenR (TAIU), 00¢, R AR,
JETOT, ). 080 |

b | TR, AT, S5, RWPTeR bgdl 7Fad | FeTlel, 7, WY |

51 Fieg, W, 2000, TARD *oIF ARy € AFrore I AR | &F F6, IO B,
7. 05 |

> | Abul Fazal, Ain-i-akbari, vol-I1I, p. 42.

R | Introduction, unemployment, among woman in West Bengal, Directorate of National
employment service, West Bengal, 1958, ch- 1.

F3-3, ALAI-8, WG, 03y Srertet 2053



