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Abstract:

What is a manuscript? Until the invention of the printing press, all works were written by
hand. And these handwritten works are called manuscripts. Just as the history of writing
manuscripts is very old, so is the system of preserving manuscripts. There are various
manuscript collections in different parts of the country to preserve manuscripts. For
example, the Normal School, a teacher training institute in Silchar, the headquarters of the
Barak Valley, has a system of preserving manuscripts. Many manuscripts on the subject of
nuns have been preserved in this institution at different times. The manuscripts were
collected from different parts of South Assam before independence. At that time, Srihatta
was part of Assam. The languages of the manuscripts were Sanskrit and Bengali. The
manuscripts are on Ramayana, Mahabharata and Gita etc. There are a total of 78
manuscripts on Ramayana in this collection. The poets of the manuscripts are Krttivasa
Ojha, Bhavanidasa, Adbhut Acarya, Gangadasa Sen, Dvija Durgadasa, Dvija Gangaram
and Manohar Sen. But this is an unknown topic to many. This important topic will be
presented in the article under discussion.
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“The manuscripts kept in the repository of Silchar Normal School were
collected from the South Assam region in the pre-independence period

when Srihatta was the part of Assam. ...”*
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“Silchar Normal School Teachers did some academic work on the
collected manuscripts. As many as seven articles written by them were
published in different magazines.”®
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“Kumud Datta and Kumudananda Datta are perhaps the names of one
and the same individual. He wrote both Ramayana and Mahabharata in
18™ century. He was a resident of Srihattta region.”*’
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“Dvija Gangaram of 18™ century was a poet of Srihattta-Cachar region. ...
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