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Abstract

Export Processing Zones (EPZs) are contributing greatly to the economy of Bangladesh,
including earning foreign exchange. The objectives of this study are to review the history
and historical context of EPZs in Bangladesh, to assess the contribution of EPZs to the
national economy, to analyze the challenges of EPZs, and to discuss the opportunities of
EPZs. This study has been carried out according to the qualitative research method, where
information and data have been collected from secondary and open sources. The findings
of the study suggest that it was observed that the first EPZ of Bangladesh was in South
Halishahar of Chattogram in 1983 AD; the 2nd EPZ was in Savar, Dhaka EPZ in 1993 AD;
Comilla EPZ was in Cumilla city in 2000 AD; Ishwardi EPZ was in Pabna in 2001 AD; and
Uttara EPZ was in Nilphamari (Shangalshi) in Rangpur in the same year. The Mongla EPZ
was established in 1998 at the Mongla port area in Bagerhat (1998); the Adamjee EPZ at
Siddhirganj in Narayanganj in 2006; and the Karnaphuli EPZ was formed in the same year
at North Patenga, Chattogram. There are 451 industrial establishments in the eight EPZs
that were established in Bangladesh, of which 149 are garment factories. A total of US$
81.04 million has been invested in eight EPZs in the last three months (July-September,
2020). On the other hand, employment opportunities have been created for 6,536
Bangladeshi citizens. Sometimes, foreign investors often face problems related to EPZ
investment in terms of long-time delay, complexity of required documents, corruption, etc.
In fiscal year 2021-2022, EPZ is making a great contribution to sustaining the country's
investment, export earnings, and employment generation. The government needs to take
more initiatives and amend policies to acquire trust from domestic and foreign investors. It
will accelerate economic growth and earn foreign currency for Bangladesh.

Keywords: Export Processing Zones (EPZs), Bangladesh Economy, Foreign Direct
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& ws FEnme sftafos g Tge #RfERs (@ Tead s eprE, R Tonf Reeter
IR T Y32 VDI el | ST 7eite RIS S ©139 (AFTes Ja15 SpFISIET AIEes!
AR QTT 3fITETT (IR elfEeat sigeET) @ RENS @ SeeE B @ | @ qReNfS Rsite Fgaife
@ FATET AZT Svbro AR SR A0 | TeT© | ASTWCT TN 2Pee (e e 2w e
(Fakir et al, 2013) | Efitere «a Teraeaa weer [fvcar ¢ wdtafos a3fa 3w cite 2 |

g wtafss = (Special Economic Zones-SEZs) ZHtaa ST et [ ¢ erors
et fifS@me (Foreign Direct Investment-FDI) Jreas efear o g@we | e {e s
Feif Ifaw o R Fe EPitetes e wdtafes et FronTa e oF &7 1 Teeime QTS
GFCHREAT G0 @ T HET ATO [IT© R | IS AP dvbo BT (A0S AFAH F@if
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TIOR8 @6 (S TNT @ BIiteTe AT TEE TS (FITT-35 AWIFES IFHNTT (ATF TATES
R ARRIfEEe o et | A efsfre sl 2free « ey & fig afsdm wware T@ wTay ot
FRAAT TR (5 3855 | (o Afmam tefim AwHAf qe4F 2Free T M RN, @iRiEe
T @ TERGFET TGN ofiv (ol FACR (RPTIRA, 03R) | IEWH wo¢ B FZe @ @,
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e R ¢ wftafos efa 2w @ e |

Ffedrs 3 Mg qar wdMifen Swrew auw vife *ife a7 gdtafes Sqaee e «ifte a3 | srem
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farae fafeg e afode 8 fTire e 8 @ AETmeT TeAfre SfTee 26y SIwEr S0 AT |
@ gERend fler-nfier, 12-Gs, afife, fF Fifae, oft aam, o, e e Iwie @a" Tonw
FANY ST AT AT T I | AZITre ST, F3CC, ¢ TN Tenf Aga Mwar i
JIETACHT =l T IR (AT, 20%%) | @ AT STIPTIE TG - JIETHCH 2fAHTere-«7 2oz @
afsnfos @weG AfTEsT w4, T wdAifere e @7 SAwE eI 4, 3Pree- O3
HITEETR [raae 1 «32 2ATES-O TERAPTIR SICEbAT F11 | @ 3qell F16 wdifofm, [,
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8 TR FIF QI FST FA |
ZRST IR &TgF *feesAr (Literature Reviews):

TN efFmaas s (3fee) T ot ¢ AfRfEee [fey e FIfET e IR | ggee I8
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Alam, 3% Murad, (2014) @ SRl AR G JEoe Red sftafes s e o
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T | R[S 00b BT TARFNGT Pifadang Imrs! 2o From 41 27 | 998 27 (00Y) HTATT
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BT 03: BfFITEE- ¥F TR @ Sy FI@R AR (Bangladesh Bank, 2019; BEPZA, n.d) |
JreETTee wtAfes e wees ey caemiAis Rfacart Jfa e wea fRigme geia Toriv et gaifre
FAE G Svbo WBW (AFR @ @ T efeFTad e fopE STl (e @R | TS (AT ¢
o RivameRior Sene s [ifeg Soum ¢ @Y Qre (TeT IR | T Sobo-b8 JBwa
W DB AN afeFaeae S ST (IR | 2RSS BIFmE (e [y Bt (Wit el Sear
3Pree afedr (1R | TR GRTT doo% Rl RINEMSRITHE Toweeiis % F0a 9 74 AT
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512+ faerea wieifie w4 zeacz (Bangladesh Bank, 2019; BEPZA, n.d) |
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3Pree Afed o7 (AF AFmeR TRAfeT e TEEFONT I AR | Sobb-bd (ATF 055-20
g =T FER FACT GBI B R (G T AP A ¢ Sepedi Jreicd A Fons Ao
S TRTR | Sobbr-bd AR ©f f# ot (FIf- TR qar T T8GH Terea & foat su fferaa |
Mbd -5o ARRE ©f T 3.0 (@G- TFR) @Iz TF T8GH Telled foet du fifema | dobb-bd (AF
205%-30 WY I=H (WG WF 2ot 83v0¢.d B B @R G ANCH T GeAIF P17 oot 8588 fifere wetim
(Bangladesh Bank, 2019; BEPZA, n.d) | *'® f SIt7 (S#112- G069, 0%0) W6l 2f#tee g oo
by.08 e 38U wermr Rt T4 2R | AVMCE b, @Y T ISR TARITE FAAZIET o7
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RN @ T2 AR 9F 2T | svdbo WHE ©f TNEE e AT | d599-0%0 . I @6
OFfeeE O wAfe ool boq.s fiferme g3z T T 2008 -2050 &, TR ©F “Afasred el 8der.vo
ffeRe To7 | e @ ame SR Rt gt v @@ 7@ af e S a3 T9-3free
et R T 200 | T9-3Cee St R F7 20e18 GTAT #¥ie Al FREa J 7ji
T | @ 205 RBTHT FAPT o1Fe IPET @ ¢o. 50 Feme (38we) [N 2 @9 yars (9
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OTEAT I BIEGANR UG LA AOeTZ @ SRFIICHAITS T, W Sifed Told, Geifer
AfiaeT 8 GT TSfRTa =P elfswifer Tepifr (Khan and Sultana, 2013) |

R RIS e AT A AT CFold, ATISIT FSAEd Sioere!, gaite 3wl RagRea
CF0a 2PTETe AR TR YA T | AWe G AT AN T ALEE FSoF {0 F0a e
BT TALE AT AL S AV S FACR | SIS 7@ FI 1 PR S QAT ey 7
@ AT, 2022) | T TNAfeTF Txfe 8 AT waafeq oy Fgre @3t @ srex wiferer
e eI e TR | AETeae! Rigres [ it Iz (Sarker, 2005) |
Y& FMTT @ AR T (NP Tl Q¥ Sy biIceier 7| @wy @oe a9 {hR
G (V&R (SAIEE SAGET IR IREm e a2uw - TR A SemiTe
GFPIAIT F TR | T AYE Q7o AW N ©f 78 I A @2 SRayes IR v w3 BZoe
ARSDT (TS I | AHCE Q24T GNZER (SNfEREITae SfBfereyeT) gor | ar@ar vy 2were M= 77, Sy
o, a2 ¢ fEfenE 2w IR FE0RA 491, G T7IF FLSF FE | CTow AN ARSI *w6
T (M AT, 202€) |

NeTeifas wibeer 3fee ua Tgfe w3 R[RfTmeRioe @ @ [N F90e SweF @ (olts
Tz | (@, figeiforrs way @ AdEe St T (IS ANETSIES FOT | TAF (F0E, TGN dqR
AR (TS IS NPT AT @0 T, (@A ST AT NCST (AT IS e N0y St wiefer
e T AR | SE @A @ fFel (Red Tape) 31 SeTsifas @foers! ST, GTATH A1¥E gt
M| ¥ @ WSS DEE Sfere B IR | U3 KA e Hey RewAt R efi;e wieg @
ALFS AITS A1, T G ST Brow Face 22 (Syed Tashfin Chowdhury, 2025) |
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EVTere- 9T IR ST
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T« FRC T (@GR | @ @S @F [ GATOT (o (S S FAN (W
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gt M g @ tame [N AonTE e Zee @ SIEeetE (IHIEE we RfEE
FATCE (BFAR M T =0T |

SR
S ST, 4. 3R (OTYT, ©. F. (CRFAM 2@, 050). A catalyst for investments: Prospects
a. and challenges. The financial express. The Financial Express. Retrieved on
April 12, 2023 from https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/views/analysis/a-
catalyst-for-investments-prospects-and-challenges
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