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Abstract

Environmental Ethics has emerged as an important philosophical branch, which extends
human moral responsibility not only to the human-centered sphere but also to the entire
world. Deep Ecology, pioneered by Arne Naess, places particular importance on the
concept of the intrinsic value of nature. Deep ecology holds that nature is valuable not only
for its usefulness to humans, but also for its own existence. This view challenges the
conventional anthropocentric view and emphasizes the biocentric and ecocentric
perspectives. This paper will analyze the core tenets of deep ecology in the light of
environmental ethics and explore its philosophical basis for establishing the intrinsic value
of nature. Deep ecology opposes anthropocentrism and argues for biocentrism and
ecocentrism. It calls for humans to unite with nature through the concepts of biospherical
egalitarianism and self-realization. According to this view, moral responsibility towards
nature is not only to protect human interests, but also to respect the existence and
development of all living things. This paper will analyze the basic theories of deep ecology
in the light of environmental ethics and review its philosophical foundations and relevance
in establishing the intrinsic value of nature.
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0, “In short, a land ethic changes the role of Homo sapiens from conqueror of the

land-community to plain member and citizen of it. It implies respect for his fellow-
members, and also respect for the community as such.”
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