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Abstract

This paper analyzes a fundamental concept of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa’s religious
philosophy — “As many faiths, so many paths” —and examines its philosophical significance
and contemporary relevance. In the present global context, where debates surrounding
religious polarization, cultural conflict, and the so-called “Clash of Civilizations” are
intensifying, Ramakrishna’s notion of experiential religious pluralism offers an important
philosophical framework for fostering world peace and interreligious harmony.

A distinctive feature of Ramakrishna’s philosophy is that he did not merely advocate
theoretical religious unity; rather, he personally practiced diverse spiritual traditions to
realize this truth. By engaging in various paths such as Shakta sadhana, Advaita Vedanta,
Islam, and Christianity, he arrived at the realization that different religious traditions
ultimately lead to the same ultimate reality or God. This experiential insight serves as a
powerful philosophical counterpoint to religious exclusivism and sectarian narrowness.
Through textual analysis and philosophical interpretation, this study demonstrates that
Ramakrishna’s idea of “As many faiths, so many paths” goes beyond mere tolerance and
establishes a foundation for active acceptance and mutual respect among different religious
traditions. By emphasizing the underlying unity within religious diversity, his thought
contributes significantly to contemporary discussions on religious pluralism, global ethics,
and interfaith dialogue.

Thus, in an increasingly interconnected yet ideologically divided world, Ramakrishna’s
perspective provides a meaningful spiritual and philosophical basis for peaceful coexistence,
tolerance, and mutual respect.

Keywords: Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Religious Pluralism, Universality, Global Ethics,
Interfaith Dialogue
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