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Abstract

According to the realist tradition of Nyaya-Vaisesika philosophy, the Saptapadartha
theory occupies a central place in explaining the structure and diversity of the world. In
this context, the present paper examines Samavaya as an independent and nitya
ontological category. Following the doctrines of Kanada and Prasastapada, the nature of
Samavaya is analysed based on Ayutasiddhi, Adhara-Adheya-bhava, and Iha-pratyaya. It
is established that Samavaya is not merely a relation but the indispensable ground of
ontological unity and Karya-Karana-bhava. The paper further investigates the
applicability of Samavaya across five domains: Avayava-Avayavi, Guna-Guni, Kriya-
Kriyavan, Jati-Vyakti, and Nitya-dravya-ViSesa. Through this analysis, Samavaya is
established as a single and eternal principle, distinct from Samyoga and Svartpa-
sambandha, thereby enabling a coherent understanding of the world as an integrated
whole rather than a mere aggregate of entities. A critical discussion is undertaken on the
epistemological debate between the Naiyayikas, who uphold Pratyaksa as the means of
Samavaya-siddhi, and the VaisSesikas, who advocate Anumana. This tension is addressed
through the synthetic perspective of Udayanacarya and later thinkers. The study concludes
that Samavaya constitutes the foundational basis of ontological order and epistemic
structure. Its Svartpa-laksana, classification, and associated debates reveal its
indispensable role in establishing the material coherence and philosophical consistency of
the Nyaya-Vaisesika system.
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