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Abstract

Kinnar Roy, a distinguished figure in contemporary Bengali literature, is celebrated for his
profound portrayal of marginalized lives. This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of
his notable novel 'Andhokarer Chobi' (1992), which serves as a poignant document of the
psychological and existential crises faced by the Muslim minority in late 20th-century West
Bengal. Through the protagonist, Ansar, the narrative explores the deep-seated fear of social
exclusion that compels individuals to conceal their religious identity, epitomized by the
symbolic renaming of his garage to “‘Mishtu Automobiles’.
The study examines how a lack of formal education and an all-pervasive inferiority complex
foster alienation and a sense of belonging to another mental landscape. It further delves into
the community's internal complexities, including the sectarian friction between Shia and
Sunni groups and the influence of religious conservatism like the Tablighi movement.
Additionally, the paper highlights the intersectional struggles of women like Rahima, who
navigate a rigid patriarchal structure. By situating the 1992 text within the broader context
of post-partition social polarization, the article demonstrates the novel's enduring relevance.
Ultimately, ‘Andhokarer Chobi” acts as a mirror to a fragmented society, capturing a tragic
quest for dignity amidst systemic insecurity.
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