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Abstract
This paper presents an analytical account of Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophical and ethical
perspective on one of the most debated issues in practical ethics — euthanasia. The discussion
originates from the historical controversy in India surrounding Gandhi’s decision in 1928, at
his ashram, to end the suffering of a terminally ill calf through a painless death.
The study resolves the apparent contradiction between Gandhi’s doctrine of ahimsa (non-
violence) and euthanasia by arguing that the taking of life, when motivated by pure
intention and selfless compassion, may be regarded as a meaningful and even the highest
expression of non-violence. The paper further examines the specific conditions outlined by
Gandhi for the justification of euthanasia, emphasizing incurable illness and the inability of
the patient to express consent.
In addition, a comparative framework is developed between Gandhi's views and the
concept of non-voluntary euthanasia as articulated by Peter Singer. The relevance of
Gandhi’s philosophy of seva (care) is also evaluated in the context of modern palliative care.
The study concludes that Gandhi accepted euthanasia only as an extreme and final option —
applicable solely when no other possibilities of care or service remain.

Keywords: Euthanasia, Practical Ethics, Ahimsa (Non-violence), Non-voluntary
Euthanasia, Palliative Care, Moral Intention

‘Euthanasia’ I92TF Nfelmm 921 vve @ e 371 Euthanasia *=% SF *% ‘eu’
widfis good €32 ‘tantos’ TR death €% §2 *1% JER ANIR f6® | @2 *twa wfexife @y
Z- ‘a gentle and easy death’ &€}, *I1® € 7&& Tg¥ | Peter singer (F WP IR el
- euthanasia 2- “the killing of those who are incurably ill and in great pain or

distress , for the sake of those killed, and in order to spare them further suffering or
distress,” widfie FAMIER Ay Ffis A@@ T@A Fred A W @32 SREres O
T 8 Yool (AF Y& 2MITTa Srweey ©IF AR TO1CA! | Euthanasia *#f6d Jieen eifex
o5 Al T A Gy 2o 9 Fll 7opl, [ TGl e *Mfe o) aw Ty @2 @ife

!'Singer, Peter. Practical Ethics. 3rd ed. New York: Cambridge UP, 2011. P 157.
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I | ORI P TEHL FAC TYOHCS (o2 SIes 30l TP 9 @R (& 4T Abfer®
g (Santhara) I© SCAFIC* F#11 Tof A Euthanasia G 4RO Sl | W2 @i oo
TR AYORCS O O (RS ©fF 1] Ae! *@ 76 20© 30! TR 9 S ICARC |
tee (KTl WAl TS AR & ¢GRIy TS wiwe oE dmerrd (A e
Jfeee AR NG (TR T SOy 23, TR Seiine a2 g© AR (Santhara) T
Ao 1 ePre TrE e *O(&F Francis Bacon ©iF ‘Euthanasia Medica’ (3 @3
Euthanasia *f0e i (wiaq [y REE 4949 929 ICEF 4R ©F [ 9 7RG
AR @ *1f@)f TYF [@Ife® F0a0=T | Euthanasia & fofeea e «sfb faw o
AT ACH TS ©F AR TS 2@ A2 FiF, Arowl Topiva «F wmmgsyl
GTH AT TR ST (IS (AP & IR [09a I8 (e iRyl w3 (sl « e
AR IR OIS I¥ ©fF JroGN 71 2018 A Hf&AN (PG passive euthanasia G Igel
99 @t AR e e 1928 A F901 2ol Faca weered eafbe @ ot S S0Ee |
g3 (TR o e wFgsd SeAmE R TR AT 92 [ored (dem foe gEidiy
JfATe HEFe S IFATT Frod FAGH AL qF I | AZADH IIF] q©L v+l &7 T
AT (@ HDIFTFME ATCFS OF TIZF THS T4 T8I T AT e OB A&
CNGTRT AER Ifplets Ao et SICebaa o7 Agafba FFeBTSd SR Fraics
TANMS 2 | OB OIS (W I (@ O QA TE eI T W O T OO
FolRe) KA eaw aFieiR Teafbe am A aiiges @it I* avere Swe @Gt Foe
SRR *[M (F IR 7N FACETS TR JFATS F1oF #% LU WA G @ I
A ST AWl R e e [eRfbe 7 [ Al- ©fF 2 a7 Wil Euthanasia
A9 FICeTDI \ﬁl';{m“’fl
ARG yiEekve $oit go:
i) R ARER 7Eeft TEens Sq4Re Fae o |l #be Bidea «3 oF T
fRserers Afieasar S | @ @3 SRER qfbe e Swie @ vRes SEe 9 A
TR TS TEIOCE WEHE (& AR CF@ IM A7e 739 P! DieeaT [Reel 2@ 7te
SR (TCHE 88 AR I I F6 o123 [REAb® 21 @ 27 ol s Seae
FEF ARRR 77 ~AfEgRsre 1M @9 71 e Avcel @3 oF «ffEfen Tafe o @A
wem e a1 drecel wiRre 68 fen T@anE Gk AR whiee AERaE iR
Bactifh

ARG TS IS T Fore RETR oiely T2 A A of g1l srerpefedie ¢ 77w
Tl (1Y (AE TGS R 19R 2PIH MG AT G WerTara 2o S Feaces | e
98 TfSrdl OfF (TR TEnd O off $@ 2o e IR fof @@= = &

2 Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Vol. 37. New Delhi: Publications Div., Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, 1970. P 310-311.

3 Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Vol. 32. New Delhi: Publications Div., Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, 1969. P 42.
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TS S 20 THFA PoifRee | qrFE 2 2eid ARAMe I RO 19 T4 et
JF ARG IO FEA (ool od @ Sl e 8o 1*

ARG G 2P oo PR W2 0ea Trard TR @efel GI@T 77 20 ©&
FATS] TREFTOSIT AN RS A | (efeT e,

1. The disease from which the patient is suffering should be incurable.

2. All concerned have despaired of the life of the patient.

3. The case should be beyond all help or service.

4. 1t should be impossible for the patient in question to express his or its wish.
wdie, i AW s sy 27 3k Do 1 ifam w=g) 7910 o amizs
T A0S | YR Jfed ofc AW AYR FRTS! G W TFFT 2@ @ | 92 Jhe’ I
O 3R A0 T =0 A 1
TR CF@R P TN WIS T 21 0 AT | Gfie 9N 5 i A e sy
KB @ Tl S CRIE T (ol 2@ 70T G2 JToN Gl M8 HIXS T
TS T (99 MRAEE T A @ widie um e, Soum Tepiv ewiey wed =@
AT S(A2 (12 e AYZACETE ST T ore e @b e Aed |
iRt @ Pl T
MRGT 71 JeTe @ 7o Rame @@ 0@ e Ttz ©f 29 79 8 RS T QrHE
AT TE 2 ©OIF W2 8 Euthanasia €2 Y2 KONE W&y 5 70@9 ©wzl 237
q ATHF TER AN ARG SR FoATE LIRell A CHADA AT | ARG 0] 8 SIRLACE
qF2 W 72 M 0 Afefee It | OF o Aoy el & QIR SR 20! ey FAT
TAR | MR SIS FR0E @A AW O W SfReT N g T T | WiReA|
M @TY VRS T (2N, TS @ TR 20C 6 ©i2 O TR @3 O 78 Pt
A AILCTR 7R T MG WS Fed =7 | 2o SCa (8 8 (A7 NCod 0K e
e RS #ide e | @y A JETS T TR 2@ GRS o) FA A AW
4 @F Fe A9t adik FFE g™ AeTe (e fG@fs e «3 qusds s B
@ ARG &2 FEAE | o AfeAR @F WML Ted IS T IR | mde el
QRSN ©FIP w9 o A e efe g (tF [T Rk 99 WY e e
SIS SEFPCS It O 7> Zmea AR 5olte NG S AN | Az A0S
zrEre fofq e Faced oFa [T ARt (@0 @S 2! S «AE 911 a8 2PTet *dd
T TS TEE SIS AR, I CFA AT a3 a1 e [ewel 2@ #[tece
CICHCE 98 ARCIEAR ST T 36 12 [NRDS’, ©fF ©B MBS S@d 1 5 | GRele

4 Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Vol. 32. New Delhi: Publications Div., Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, 1969. P 477-478.

5> Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Vol. 37. New Delhi: Publications Div., Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, 1970. P 410.
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fetHa S (ATAR S Ot @fe o0 2oyl FAE woAIefie Ta TR 5 | GURGE
fof SIRAET Tl (F T HA M| | I e Ig AW o 92 Fraies Ao
AfBN (IR 8 R T | 78 ARG 0o 95 AR CF@ TICed AOR AP
IS TS Bt AT 8 @IS Fraesa Wy A1 SR Y 2 @3 [asEny @ Fras
AoT A ofew 2 O grme JF 71 o WCe IR el A afzemel FoT I I
Tefifee afsem @7 e a2 T TrEie T (FEE @Ry IWE Ao e wze
TF & ©iF ©f ARLTeR A3 2CS #ItF 1

a2 2oTeet fof] @ *Io FHfFeTea BITed Sorgle[ I | *1+1 Hieets @ Fvl Afy 2y
Jfeq IFAMRS ©EH0 (0 M M e AeE T@ (ACF Y& wiq FE @32 ©f R
el [eafbe =7 911 SgFeeT, Gied wEd @R (A eid ey F9 9 el 2w sre
TR AR 4 RN #f57 991 QU@ @A oM 9 Fol (R (ATF AT Y& FA! 2T,
e TEA e | fof wiRe Srge IR (@19 QIRE dfe (@ e A FAeId Sy (AT I8
ST, N T4 A OIF 2ld ARF FA12 7o v, [ [ow ¢ fuw 5w werer
(TP (@ GIRF =[E q Wifes Fenied i 7 360 2o At AREI ey T |
e @wHe ™8 Mo @I FACe  ©F G (G S I 5, GG el O 57
T AT TR e ABICTF I T ARG Sraeay DTS @102, o A@iera w3
T el i€ aeie ¥ o ©iF TRitTa T, Qs oo, @ifdE 5 w1y
FACS TN T 20 TSR fF FI77? ARG GO T GTFH(q @2 R afferane
TR e el [eRio® 7o+t 911 FRe GUReE e $rel Yoo e 98 ¢ WidF 5o
FE IR A QRAFICR PI&ITe Ty Fi99 70 A 11 °
iF e, Rl (TR QIR IF TSR TG | GG qFC 2F© ST Fof 7n 2fi<ai
I TS Ff 93 2 399 (A OB I 7 FACS AR | aRen g9 Jifew Tfve e
Al AWIZ ZoT I 23! BIfeTea qrea |
APBICER LI T G WD
ARG Euthanasia ICF qiZeft vl S @0 A ©f ezmics et “rsiteiR Non-
Voluntary Euthanasia 31 712 78 I At AerpHs | e Sgi<y Peter Singer ©fF
Practical Ethics &3 o9 @139 Euthanasia 99 SHY FCACRA | T-

Voluntary Euthanasia (4f®F %8 Ig)- Peter Singer (F TPEI I I& B
“Voluntary Euthanasia is euthanasia carried out at the voluntary request of the person

killed, who must be, when making the request, mentally competent and adequately
informed.”” @gfie A4l ©IC <11 T, g A TGO S T4 TGN A foyeers Gy
TR (NS 11 1S ST & F4CT ©f Voluntary Euthanasia 37 @ftzs %% Tgi7 wiesfe
A A P

¢ Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Vol. 38. New Delhi: Publications Div., Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, 1970. P 66-67.
7 Singer, Peter. Practical Ethics. 3rd ed. New York: Cambridge UP, 2011. P 157.
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Involuntary Euthanasia (Si52% ¥® ®)- Involuntary Euthanasia 1 SieARs ¥ g
(FCd Peter Singer Wf®«® ¥« “|Euthanasia as involuntary when the person killed is
capable of consenting to her own death but does not do so, either because she is not
asked or because she is asked and chooses to go on living.”® @idie, ifdaw e A
TOIF AV MO M (@19 2018 ©IF W (A e A 1, 78 Yo I, 27 Ot
a2 foaen o < @ @@ o s wers fofy werfe @ifn @ aE AvE e
e |

Non-voluntary Euthanasia(f~ta{%® ¥@¥g))- Non-voluntary Euthanasia 31 ftafozs
#% T 2 Peter Singer-(F WP B¢ I@ BC, “If a human being is not capable of
understanding the choice between life and death, Euthanasia would be neither
voluntary nor involuntary, but nonvoluntary.” @i€iR, Jjf& T4 G € TPI N I
e azrd oTd 2@ T8 G TP RS MG A SFFE FAF TCol TR A WS
SRSl QIR (R ETCHTE @I TF 2970 Tgid PTai® &z 41 20+ ©f 7 Non-voluntary
Euthanasia 91 ftafes %@ g7 |

T, MG FeRen R Sfie 3o w$ ofim o queiag cffEfen wed afew
T IR FACF A [ACF 2o>) 2107 =PIl €3 *1$ Non-voluntary Euthanasia 31
ftafes %% Tga To1 aF6R T | (58 [7E ¢ AP e (I afehl w2l IdFrei—e
JRC (@ A3 Fe G 8 T (O @I R (TR (18 7% Jhemd fiaies 7 To
ol RROTE o1 T4 77 | W RGN 7l G 26T piEefns @ S Qi
G ST I ] “iffgfores e g Al S @ Weaees | o1 e
SR giEefe Fiaftee ¥R g T Mmee oo T 5o 71 ol e waces, S
TR 2 Afifgfores Teiefe aE Gl emi 78 |
G RS gra:
ARG OB AR G A AN T el 2REOTe NEa QRAAICHR T2 IS ™18
FE T @ 97 IBI AW CFa S T 19197 A A AL 29 AT *[G AeF goa
e @ AT Q@i @R W fre T e N 1 Wi oRe *iES T@erE
=¥ eiw wifers @ TP Mabe e gl | Tfea ST TR T APCS
TRefs B Gl Wiq 81 O3 SFAN SIERE, FEgee @R AR M qFe
PR @9aE FE AR ATl @ IR *fET STFaE O T8I | ARG A8
T PCACRA N I8 MBS o7 Tl (1R (A FPe CFCQ JS YO (el 1 QoI =l

8 Singer, Peter. Practical Ethics. 3rd ed. New York: Cambridge UP, 2011. P 158.

9 Singer, Peter. Practical Ethics. 3rd ed. New York: Cambridge UP, 2011. P 158.

9Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Vol. 37. New Delhi: Publications Div., Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, 1970. P 410.
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2@ g I FACETS TS G 8 HAfApE Ao wea (72 Y36 GRS 25 Seoifre
eI FCT A FOROIR FFE FCACRA |

NRGR ARG 8 ERI THRES €3 el WP AT palliative care (S2HTEF 1Y)
a3 4IFelE S~ | World Health Organization (R %1%y 712%)) palliative care (& @ @6
Amhe BT WewifTe SR, “that improves the quality of life of patient’s adults and
children and their families who are facing problems associated with life threatening
illness. It prevents and relieves suffering through the early identification, impeccable
assessment and treatment of pain and other problems, whether physical, psychosocial,
or spiritual.””” SR A ATIRS! @A AFS AT Jfe oA FwF GR O ARG
QR W S0 T2 IR | (@191 e, SF 75 e «3e «afs o2 Imhie
@l 8 i el e o5 mfkag afes o8 aferay 3 TR oSl
palliative care (S Tg) GRER dfs A vEeh awe I 4R T G0
Foite efem I T @, IfHez Jfer e I9 ST TS FAETE NG
@M sfoeplon ¢o DT gold (Fe AHE T R Fifeg AT TFo 73 ©all
TR A @ Jfeq ATz AR ARG Fa0e G0 TSl JIF] AW ¢ | AL Ol
I B, palliative care (@W Tg) T (@ AR @NEE o 99 ALIG
e e 8 eI 7l 2T ¢ WA e avE @3k QR @ffe «F Tga vigef
=te RRIel I 1 G2 Afe O, a6 TRigion I Tl A Tra T 0 1 ARG
e e Jed TG WFEH AW A7l awpme [ A [ea e g Feedre
oY IR0 ©f F(F FOF P | ToFd AR A6 ¢ G Jre R wowd o€ Gk 5
JAIL T AR FOF | QB 2P ARG Sracel) IS 9F oad S I 5 | OF G
FHECS NG FC 2T TP ©IF SHNE IO o8 FA SEH FE ARG STrcey
TS ET- ST AZH TOIF ToA! T TS TSR A O SN W ST TR
R O ¢ O SR GBI Tfbe F e [T 2 W9 o R (A
AR w0 of {5 [Afge 2@ M 2 dgeE ARG Qe Fu(we (@ G5a s o 73 of
GIR@ i e bere 9T et e g2 WfEea G 3o TR Wi T e
ofeItaa @R T QD I (A Tfve 2R 1 GURGG SIS (A0 G (e 6]
Wfeers Fite 8 A WPYE T vfoe 2Ee o ARFIE FO G ©IhF IR AT |
sffeara At sAfqeeme @ids Q1 Sy At siv i afveas gfe T=tee <8 @@e
QIR P (e (7@ FUAR WEPre weol J2e S MF T ©iF G
GIRARPT ToC PRy ¢ [ED® 20e A 7 43R CRIF A1Z IIe7 IR 2J So® I |

""" Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Vol. 32. New Delhi: Publications Div., Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, 1969. P 42.

12 Palliative care, World Health Organization, https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/palliative-
care, 5 August 2020.

13 Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. Vol. 38. New Delhi: Publications Div., Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Govt. of India, 1970. P 108-109.
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wigfae BfeesfaeecTd ‘Palliative care’-9d KON A ARYey @ fofq =18 A @,
ToF TPTON (T, WA S SARPI NG @M NP eife med el qe,
ToHd G T FAlL AFILY |
Prae:
$2IRel A Euthanasia @10 W2l “I1RIF iFef @ o fos ¢ e v eoF
o | fof AR FoRSHE TN FCAM, I72 baAvox W2 @2 FeFd Feee
Mefdre «ftte e F@eE | RS SpRe F0@ I 5@ TAos ARG et Tmie
feabel o7 IR QR efs Tgd T WS ¢ doR wes HRRS! FCA A WY
Palliative Care 4% 33 ANEH= | ©fF Ao To=Hel 7@ +If7p| @ G e fwysie el
G TR T FAR N SR O | OIGE @ 50 Ko Al Awoies @7e Al
Trafs *ex Sofgfore adie, Ffyf afm e sy 21 g3 ffessTs 3 ifeq o=@t
ST I SRS 0 AT, A e affe e 78 ARITe! GRl AW ST
A T @R e M ©IF Bhl AFICY ST 2@ AT, O (I (12 (@2 A&t 3
QOIF (TG TS AP FRACRA | G &I OfF SRS IF JR0S S@AL Il IR- ACHA
GFOR WITS OF RN @ARIF (G @I feefre e aFF AW ol o (oF
CFCG PRSI AT TSNS &R (T ] eTq Pl TG 1M O ARCIE =N AW
ARG & IS eI, A T [T ¢ dAFA AW I $RE 1 7Y eI Fell
OCP &2 TR ©3E ©f FRAM® T el [Kefbe 21 G @2 giEef eme @ o=
AR 2t THH 7, A QR ~Afiqel @3 w@mivef Ty Tencpe AN qaid A @z
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