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Abstract

The India-Bangladesh enclave issue is a long-standing geographical and humanitarian crisis
in South Asia, where populations living in isolated, landlocked territories remained outside
the framework of citizenship, basic rights, and state services for many years. The exchange
and integration of enclaves were completed through the 2015 Land Boundary Agreement
between India and Bangladesh, marking a significant step toward resolving this prolonged
issue.

However, in the post-agreement reality, many residents still face challenges in obtaining
citizenship, securing legal recognition of land ownership, acquiring identity documents, and
achieving full socio-economic inclusion. These ongoing difficulties highlight the complexity
of transitioning from statelessness to formal citizenship and integration.

This study examines the changes following the agreement and the current challenges of
the citizenship crisis. It also identifies policy limitations and gaps in implementation,
emphasising the need for sustainable, inclusive, and effective solutions to ensure the rights
and integration of enclave residents. This research also underscores the need for human-
centred solutions to ensure the complete integration and protection of the rights of enclave
residents.

Keywords: Enclaves, citizenship crisis, India-Bangladesh border, Land Boundary
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