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Abstract

This article focuses on the life philosophy and social reform struggles of the
nineteenth-century reformers Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule. The central
inquiry of the paper is to examine how so-called religious and social “ignorance”
binds marginalized communities within chains of oppression, and how education
and rational consciousness enable them to attain a strong sense of “identity.”
Drawing upon Jyotirao Phule’s seminal work Gulamgiri and Savitribai Phule’s
Kavya Phule, the article analyzes the awakening of Dalit and women’s
consciousness.

The study demonstrates that Phule’s philosophy was not limited to mere literacy;
rather, it represented a structural revolution that built a powerful resistance against
the parallel systems of oppression—caste hierarchy and patriarchy. Finally, the
paper discusses the continuing relevance of this philosophy in the context of
contemporary social and gender inequalities in India.
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