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Abstract

The critical analysis of characters within the literary domain of the Mahabharata is not a
new subject. In examining the traits of these characters, it is essential to understand that
most of the principal figures embody a kind of epic power. This power is not ordinary;
rather, it is deeply intertwined with Indian society’s religion, philosophy, and ethics,
transforming each character into a symbol of profound universality. Conversely, in a
strikingly opposite manner, where there is an absence of e (dharma) and moral order,
injustice and immorality are also portrayed within certain characters with such epic
magnitude that their force is no less significant. It is precisely here that the broader
philosophical vision of the Mahabharata comes into focus.

Thus, in the history of Mahabharata literature, the epic grandeur of each hero and villain
has been examined from multiple perspectives in various scholarly works. From grandsire
Bhishma to Yudhishthira, Karna, Arjuna, and Duryodhana, the more these characters have
been discussed in literature, the more expansive their significance has become. However,
amidst this extensive body of character analysis, the position and representation of Bhima
have been comparatively less explored and discussed in Mahabharata studies.

Therefore, keeping this gap in mind, the primary objective of this paper is to highlight
various aspects of Bhima’s character through a discussion of Akhil Ghosh’s novel “Phire
Chao Dharmaraj”, and to analyze its importance in relation to the broader philosophical
vision of the Mahabharata.

Keywords: Mahabharata Literature, Epic Power, History of Mahabharata Literature,
Bhishma, Yudhishthira, Karna, Arjuna, Duryodhana, Bhima, Overall Philosophy of the
Mahabharata.
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“Ganguli, Kisari Mohan (Tr.), The Mahabharata, Bharata Press, Calcutta, 1888-
1896. This complete and faithful translation - the first of the two complete
renderings into English of the epic and only edition now available- the
monumental accomplishment strangely referred to by scholars and bibliographers
alike, as ‘the P. C. Roy translation” ” *

“Reed, Elizabeth A., Hindu Literature; or the Ancient Books of India. S. C. Griggs
& Co., Chicago, 1891. It retells some of the important parts of Ramayana and
Mahabharata. Some chapters discuss the Puranas and the cult of Krishna.g®
“Onam, Joseph Campbell, The Great Indian Epics: The Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. George Bell & Sons, 1894. Onam says here, “ for the Indian people it
is the great war ending with Kurukshetra, which is the central event of their
history. It closes them for their golden age. Before that was a world of transcendent
knowledge and heroic deeds; since then intellectual decay and physical
degeneracy” ”. ®

“Hopkins, E. Washburn, The Great Epics of India. 1901. Hopkins contention is that
“The Pandu-Epic, in its present form, was composed after the reek invasion (circa
400 B.C.)" ¢

“Horrwits, Ernst, A Short History of Indian Literature. Unwin, London, 1907. It
discusses the origin of Mahabharata.g *

“Roy, Dwijendra Chandra (compiler), Tales from the Mahabharata Karyalaya,
Calcutta, 2nd Edition, 1912. It is taken from the Kisari Mohan Ganguli translation of
Mahabharata, and revised and re-told for children”v *

“Penzer, Norman A., Nala and Damayanti. A. M. Philpot, London, 1926. Penzer
narrates Nala and Damayanti story with great lyrical charm and delicacy *
“Archer, W. G., The Loves of Krishna., Allen & Unwin, 1957. Archer traces
the Krishna story from the Upanishad through the Mahabharata” »

“Ghoshal, U. M., A History of Indian Political Ideas. Oxford University Press, 1959.
Dr. Ghoshal subjects the Mahabharata’s Santi (peace) and Anusasana (advice)
parvas to a meticulous seventy pages examination and emerges with a lucid
presentation of the principal political ideas and theories in the epic”. *

* P.C. Lal, “An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,
1961, Jadavpur University, p. 72.

3 P. C. Lal, “An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,
1961, Jadavpur University, p. 82

4P. C. Lal, "An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,

1961, Jadavpur University, p. 78.

5P. C. Lal, "An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,

1961, Jadavpur University, p.75.

7 P. C. Lal, "An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,
1961, Jadavpur University, p.76.

7P. C. Lal, “An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,

1961, Jadavpur University, p.83.

8 P. C. Lal, “An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,

1961, Jadavpur University, p.79.

9P. C. Lal, “An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,

1961, Jadavpur University, p.76.

**P. C. Lal, ‘An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur journal of Comparative Literature,
1961, Jadavpur University, p.75.
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e “Vora, Dhairyabala P., Evolution of Morals in the Epics. Popular Book Depot,
Bombay, 1959. Dr. Vora gives copious references of promiscuity, polyandry,
premarital sex relations, fidelity in wedlock, marriage taboos, and the status of
women. It also includes an interesting bit on the practice of meat eating in the epic
period”

e “Narayan, R. K., Gods, Demons and others. Heinemann, 1964. Retelling of legends
from the Ramayana and Mahabharata by a popular Indian novelist in the English
language” *
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» P. C. Lal, “An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,
1961, Jadavpur University, p.83.
12P. C. Lal, “An Annotated Mahabharata Bibliography’, Jadavpur Journal of Comparative Literature,
1961, Jadavpur University, p.78.
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“...and Yudhisthira remains in the background. There is no study of
Yudhisthira in the book and stray remars reveal that Karve found him an

uncongenial figure, yet he is central figure in the story...” * |
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“Whatever he (Yudhisthira) got was through the valour of others. His
beautiful wife, his powerful father-in-law, he owed to Arjuna andfor

protection in both exiles, he was indebted to Bhima” 191
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