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Abstract

In this paper, I have tried to explain abhava in the context of Nyaya-Vaiéesika philosophy
and Mimamsa philosophy. In Indian philosophy, abhava is considered a padartha.
However, some schools of Indian philosophy accept abhava as a padartha, while others do
not. The absence of something is called abhava. The knowledge expressed in the statement
“there is no pot” is the knowledge of abhava. The Nyaya-Vaisesika school accepts abhava
as a distinct entity. According to them, abhava is also a padartha, like dravya, guna, karma,
samanya, samavaya, and viéesa, since non-existence can be the object of our knowledge.
According to Nyaya, abhava is known through perception. On the other hand, the
Prabhakara school does not accept abhava as an independent padartha, whereas the Bhatta
school accepts it as an independent padartha. According to the Bhatta view, abhava is
known through anupalabdhi pramana.

In this paper, I examine which view of abhava is more acceptable through a comparative
study of Nyaya-VaiSesika philosophy and Mimamsa philosophy.

Keywords: padartha, abhava, nyaya-vaiSesika, mimarmsa, perception, anupalabdhi
pramana
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