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Abstract

Nyaya philosophy, the system of logic and reasoning, gives great importance to inference
(anumana) as a source of knowledge. Inference is knowledge that comes from a sign (linga)
based on prior experience. In this context, an important question arises about the karana
(instrument) of inferential knowledge (anumiti). The main issue is whether vyapti-jidna or
paramarsa should be accepted as the true karana.

Nyaya philosophy clearly distinguishes between karana (cause) and karana (instrument).
Some philosophers accept paramarsa as the karana, while Navya-Nyaya thinkers like
Gangesa and Vi$vanatha consider vyapti-jfidna as the real karana and paramarsa as a
process.

From this discussion, it can be said that both are important, but vyapti-jiana is more
acceptable as the true karana of inference.
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