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Abstract
The nineteenth century in Bengal witnessed significant religious and social transformations
under this context, the Brahmo movement emerged as an important reformist initiative
aimed at revitalizing Indian religious thought and society. Initiated by Raja Rammohan Roy
and later institutionalized by Debendranath Tagore, the Brahmo Samaj sought to promote
monotheism, rational spirituality, and social reform. However, the movement also
experienced ideological tensions and internal debates regarding the nature of religion,
tradition, and reform.
This paper critically examines these ideological conflicts and religious transformations
within the Brahmo Samaj, focusing primarily on the contributions of Rajnarayan Basu and
Keshab Chandra Sen. Rajnarayan Basu emphasized the continuity of Brahmo ideals with the
philosophical foundations of the Upanishads and the broader Hindu cultural tradition.
Through his writings, lectures, and reformist activities, he attempted to restore confidence
in indigenous cultural heritage while advocating a rational and ethical form of religion.
In contrast, Keshab Chandra Sen introduced a more universalistic and progressive
interpretation of Brahmoism, incorporating elements of global religious thought and
advocating wider social reforms. These differing approaches generated important debates
within the Brahmo Samaj regarding the relationship between tradition and modernity.
By analyzing the ideas and activities of these two influential thinkers, the study highlights
how ideological disagreements contributed to the transformation of the Brahmo movement.
It argues that the dynamic tension between cultural rootedness and universal reform played
a crucial role in shaping the intellectual and religious history of nineteenth-century Bengal.
Keywords: Brahmo Samaj, Rajnarayan Basu, Keshab Chandra Sen, Religious Reform,
Colonial Bengal, Ideological Conflict
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Christianity’ &(8 T8 S (T JEHA! (@M G 0O A1 RETC Weesre ©retl Joro &ghe
(AL G P ad e @R @ IS (12 AIFhed e A Aehosd g e
I 1% FEARRY P8 SF ‘Vedantic Doctrine Vindicated’ 2R0& St@d FCHT (@ 2R
T (AT 2l T HAw Ao A FARFS 9 ©f WIS A7 IR 1T O @O
o TSR AT NS WSS TOCen (A2l (A7 | JFMCTS] AT WS 3 T
el T @32 Ier fofere b ARErae I=H w9 | 3K Qe ¢ StaadR
M Sbr@d AR 20 TR MERET IFERT THCEN [@WMF TAFO el ApIfaFeg
oIS 2 qR AFER S92oR, IE 8 o @E iR fofe e azd T4 =31
G2 S0 A0 PRI *E TV FCARA (@ Sb8b (AT Shro AT T IFANCHI
g gt 93 wgld #fRaeq T Q3 U2 HARE SRR RS BNl et 17

Shr8b (ATF Sur@d AR M e qNolfgs B «afs ewgs)d “faaeq w@, IR
@ T @A et f e | 2Umee M@ 159 ¢ ARG PPIR oIS
(TYI7 @S Foaeme A Aefivg a3 RETT 479 FERET 1 O ofd @@ aRd T
gfogyste gRIeR T 7, I @A (fes Pl ¢ wiffas Ffemarees o fofe a3
oS foe | IFMTCE (TR N FA0oq @ @WR S0l I NI, GoFel a3 eFhed
TS A AT 2, ©C3 ©IE L3 ACoE B eI @7dl T QTS M |

78 fobm fmmifima s g3 Jfem qrm oefvmea otid w1 93 o[

AR T AT 1 ReeiTe orwrpw ve e fofere @me gaweR GHats Hitee
TV T T NG W G0 (A GPIHCTa el =, @A 4T Ao e
2T *MtEe +if7ace e, tAfes @14 9 JfSTS AYAORCE g NS 7 | (IF® 93
fTotea TeFa TG @Md SEeed nik Ao F@ gk Y [eieR fofe e
AT IEam @ TRE feFons afsdt I 1 @2 FHoBT IrTIEE IF TG AT
facss “fapifere ea, T wgfeel ¢ aforE My GF FEerie FIET AfoTT |
MR ST TIH PG 8 AT AR (Srr@d-Sbrdo);
M@ A 2 (FFAR AR I WWAI7F (&l FER A4 *Fe TR e & @32
AN ATTCA I= T I (ReeTe 1| @3 FANH o ot sAiemiew iz @ «¥ Qewe=e o%g
TTEHRI YT AT I 1% O ST Sbre A @He9F IFome J esie 27, ql
AT Su8d e iavm (M9 eifedt Feafee™ 8 RS ar s 2@ oitefe 1©°

AR ] JFMTACETA Ak G5 LA 7! '@ IFrore! efov T | O 2SI
B GEAWE TAToE T, ARETH we 2 NI (\ JEANIE @ (A @2 (e
T I ameed e 906 1@

M@ A fofq ‘qognidr & ol I, @ IFALCE OPTR [ReEEe T =7 |
g &tz AN Iem 8 ¥R e PR a3 WNEe we A ot g fef
TEAGT BT To1 T, I SR WiLHFOIE John Abercrombie-93d ‘The Interior Life’
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aZ 7R e fed | W3 A TN (FHRPE (T T8 FERE (@ JrALNe oG JeTe
GRET SR A FACET N FbA1 A8 7717 (M7 S_RgERIce fofq 5 Seeifaas
FACEBAF G 2LATE AR ‘Defence of Brahmoism and the Brahmo Samaj’ S5 S,
[ AL wren wwreeld e o e b =1 svve e fof wsmer
22 A RN Te dfost T, TR 77 fod = @Y e AMCEH fes ¢ RS
Tfe A 1°¢

W3O EMAIZE O NG (a1 PR ¥PTe o) ANRa (=e ol 992 4317
sietielgel, ANGT AeH G2 ([ (Tored ML fofd qrmorces Ww=te Jraesia wea
eifefore FfecE |
AR IS &b ¢ ANIfET FeHIE ARt PR gt
A7 TR AGARRS ] IEOHICGE [{0f TR @ ST gl emie
AR, G #It7 Yoo 2@ Amed s 2bltd ewesd oNwl e 3 1 ke
ALY (@ O ({0 4W@ ToATTRE 215 FE2 (@@ G JraoTed afs oo
e T OIR AFISINA I SACARTR qPoN AL (o RONT e e (¢
cfEE efsfie SR faard Tote @afs ewmgsd Awfas S feer 1 @3 SRR
AOIR2 Sbu8 A AGAT TAFE FeFO e qmes 4Ff5 JaAroe Faedt stor afed
Wld"\

FEAFR I (T JrAL &BiAe Aa feeee a1 fof Ffeere ¢ @it axme
v SepTa FMRE | graaiies afe ©fd 3 wHeiEs qdf eyl Twmad =@
e som @R grasmafere o a9 arere (e agaeE fofq em
iR eRfee RaRIREE AR @@ AlGw ol AT I @3 @F M4 a3
ANEE AF Qe Q¥ e (@R @ I o7d ANEs afeswy Arge fofq
R 2T Yool SRE I 93R RPN <@ 7o«aRd ¢ Jama TWecees
i@z S sErifret s 1*°

OB FHPCST N SRR ] IFALGE AME (T N7 g ~Ri Aaa
A, TAR TACHRFR 8 FEGRACTT VI CHG ©IF AR ORI |

A T FGARRT I (@ FRIG ARG IR, S NG 2=
935 Rl (MY o S 1 92 AN ©fF I, T G2 A& Seagiel 7 ACATCS
(@I *ZAEF G AN N0 G7 A 92 S I (@ @ arfiet ANSre [Eig are Face
RIS FC | AR gwe O AgerTR Yue 2w f[fen e abife 16 F0e qrakeia
v oI RS STITE Tge Sated 2 71 @F2 AONd (FHIGE GTTE WCo! 791 el
IO 2 APE T YR *RISIIICE ACHETR (9% &2 FCAF 1 GF LA IS 3]
YR AV NG ATHIER HCH TS FCARE | A el wicwrer, ReRiaces e
TRRel @3 AR QIR qradiion WpRe ©fF RFRAM IS e o ey ¢F
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e Syavm e Rz S afs ofq e Iremesd Twe @
goifeRiie e wiRe e I |

T & A, EIMAIZR #td ASHRTA PJF FAPIG NG (P G Q37 Toqm
fReTE 7, T @3 fage ANfes ¢ tWfow sieFm wenEE Ree dfsfre Fare wwmgrd
T AT IR | ©fF @3 Soaplsl Sferl *o(a IR Aol hwiaaE [kieate [eas
o (e |
IR 4K 8 IFEIANCE Tomfore T4;

ShbY I SFOIF B AEe Y 7 ©jiel I TeR-oif6N e ey g
I A | I GAGAIE FASE NS ARG TR fof @B gyl agrel
AV IR | CTATA o IBOIR Qe I @ Jrads (FICA Tgd 4% 77; I @t Tm«eia
ABI ¢ fGwm o RS o Mo, TYUeR T4 @ FRFR 8 (Tekeor A=
TSI, IFAL (T2 ARF VF IR (F o1 Fope 32Dl Face B 1*° 9T Todqm (AF2
HITSIFIE O A (TG (G TSI O 2@ 9 | (F¥IBE (S (90 g
T Wi TG Ofldl FCH OFeII IS Al IR IR ETAIE GISREAW 8
I EE eRerel (el fite oF I @B AR oo Ao 3] ofw yfeaee
fettate—
“TAM G @ 7= (IR IR SF GERTICE 70 SR @i AR 1 ST
AE ATST G TEmIF TR ff 42l (2 e — Ay @i sAfaare
T I’ (PR AT — I 20 B! T AT A0 1 ORI A SCAFIF©
Y RO I GBI AT 471 R | JICHA SN A G0 SN &N @ww
Fface F12, sfare M2 Ifer fig 2fbes =ifaems 7

G B JEPTICESE WC FA=ee dqerer b ReNd f[ealbe 2w 1 @ e fRiaeie i ot
e &g fertarea—
“Q3 Shrub AN JEPTIIG N0 OF N2 ACHE SoifFe 2 | Taofed Aol
FEMeR 98 ared [Raee aer 201 o7 ToFad SRIME Qe
(F*RoCEA oitn 4R Mgl Q>e, AMATFE, FAEE T dyfe wiE
FIET lm‘ai
W3 gIerers ReifEe! S SR 9 S AT ‘Brahmic Advice, Caution and Help’ 7N
G35 AT To1 IR | G o BT (el T @ IHICR T o7 2 e
RNICHE SANTA 2lfon! T IR A A ASo{E ¢ WFoAm AR Fal 1°°
SRATSIFICE Sy TN FrAAR WA LT 2PN TSTo SIF 20 9 | (FHAbE (T
IS R (AT 3T e Afod FAre bIRrAe MRS 9% 8 AT ] @
facafeel w1 Oitr We greE RYYeia a5 AHFRLETE w9 @R ANGS FLHCE
e 72 sTrens wm 41 ofvw 18
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AR WA &K AGHAT F[F A

AR S3q A Rerea TR AGERRe 9] JEATCEE AWTIE SCAe* ‘An Appeal to
the Brahmos of India’ M¥F a6 @Wﬁ"f 2[@ I5 @1 92 *itq fofv wE=a [Reaifae
I I o @, eBifie IR e qragela <37 Fow ¢ WbRGIZE TR AR |
7 Wre, AEA (AR @REPGIEa AN Tt @3 qeifas SpiTeer Sa7 fAeaie
T TR, T JrAE 4N ABEACE (N A FATSAT I O 2002 1 @3 E ol
fereafReeT—

“The bill in question imposes a new form of marriage in the presence of the

registrar... What are Brahmic nuptial rites—nothing, and the form of
marriage imposed by the legislature everything? Is not this a plain insult to

our religion?”"*
FEFERE PF TS, a2 R IFT 20 ALRICEE W0l BAMEHT FaFR @I 491
TR SGE-SPIE derF TBCFe F4 | foff 7% 3@ i @, Irome I 9o
I DJCFCAT 7L TYS T | AR A0 Fof T —

“For the first time in the history of India the Government is going to interfere
with the religion of a class of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects... Better that our

sons be deprived of their patrimonial inheritance than that we should part

. L vy
with our religious independence.”

9B IS (AP ™8 W @ AR ] IrALNCP R TFRLTe 07 ROTE MLeens
fof <l 7ol Aty wrore qp fored | ofF W0o, TN TFAITS A I6 AACS
T ANES W3 FRIT 2fF<ce 4T o ¢ tfes Afed THh2 afys oy e Sbw |
T IR WIS (FW FC @ TOMHS 77 T2 27, ©f e Aepgdiel e
RS A6 ICA (OICFT G ARISIPICE ST o7 TS 2SI e |
IHRAR W2 RoF 8 AeEe [ SrowoR_ SkF:
QrRAE W3 AN AT ] TSN Tt FERE @ SO AN A2 (@<
935 w2 e T7; 772 @ft S Wi ¢ (T eyl @ Afes afede | oix
TS, IHRART FING @EEGIER AN Tfre Tifas SqpifTeem M e (el
20 o 4R M FE 2@ orefR fef «filw ¢ egfes ova Rl Ags =/ewe R
faafEet weae, SR 97 0 ©iwer e Acd dea @A faces @l Acgfoveis
Tofarafre 2@ oiers #ii 1 fof 7ok @ ¢ @ W IfETre ¢ sfsaifas Teds &b
IEEE A9 e 77, ©F OIFeR AN Fow ¢ HFred FTO! NAAFTSI Foas
Q_ﬁlm

AR PR 92 IETeT ¢ TR oA Tgm IS TPINES TACE TS 2SR
e 0a 1 ofF (T4 IS veTE o I e STite T @ieEes R ' AfRfers
IfETd@ SEIAGR O e e’ sfqerr e PE 98 ISChA ST B
ISR
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IR dfoRiTe 28, o5, T, g, T, (MWRASe JoF JoF T7e 28 1777 QeI
e =g ofw RUTe &tg T IR (@ AGRT T G gl (2 worw I ¢
QISR (GO A a—

“g2 Igel ¥ fouisd, e ¢ wrer o= 28fed @ Igre!l 28I bifeeE <5 47
G vk B NI 17 b o Sl K g el | D B RO I B O R E L RCE Dl e
AR —

“femgael R 23ceiee, AGTARRCRY OIRICE T IR 17
O O3 e q Toplors qrammied aoredl R Qe ™8 30 ST | (0% (T
T B Tt 2 e (AF T «TR7 sfvy afevs s waee 27, aeifies @ifa
FrTNICEE (T90g (@A IIFH 8 AGHIRITE ] FELTIA ALHIF 8 AT I LT
I g et Afodt F40S 068 2 1 998 T (B 4T TARTA, AR @ TR ST
el o 4R @feta™ 2ol “igeiR fmpie foe |

3o, 3 ReF (AT ™8 T @ T *orad «F1 FAHFIF WA Jravrees f[{fow
CoIBt APoTes Ffeam, B ¢ TN QTR GIReE QO &R0 FACETS Ol OFeR dfere
fefare it Fferrre wimda it 681 Stafeet | orsr Aeghon A 2oz Ruga w0
@9l AR @ G 7o wRgeTers ¢ AL, Koy 7 ¢ nxffae =i azel I 20
T M@ 9 J7SF AEred AT 1T (SN @ A4 L8y 1 el 47 SapTes #ifaes
R @ AT VG MR e Aicghos dfey Ko 2ae |

NI ST ST

>, AR 37 Bl *ISTF I AT 46 gl (@@fas 8 A g e
IR | ofF Ridra gl e, tafes ¢ Amifess ewas fofere afsfe Fate
RSl FCA |

3, CIAIsE i IR ramiced 2foatr qfs Sl SR | (T o qrmTaies
e, GH¥ g, A% To41 G [fen ANEF SR N AAANE Tgd oIS
guI I |

o. i 7fb® &g ¢ Igeiel qrayel oifgs fofe Ipirge Fre TRITS! T @3 fHfFse e
qRHRRM DV AR wFe=d YNF e I |

8. AT TSI TOM*1® 777 RTITS (F¥bE CIETE (TG TGS Fgel {1 o ©f
ey SievrTe 93 ewesd e fm* o1 AeERd 9 s Ty
FHAES 71 RO e, @2 @*Rvem o «@fbes 723 <37 e feeiR alfewt
FACe TR T |

€. AR WEA 2Pt o Reaife! €3 TR ¢ Aghos Frow TFF 2vy 9 wwgsd
S e 30 | ol Wt Fa0ed @ 4w AGR-SGRITT @A A8 TVCHFA SO
AT ALFoFONT TAHIRTS T 7L 1% FACS A |
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v, ©fF e @I ¢ IFe! TR TR 181 o KB Feafes | AfFTv® IR,
feiel = &g ST Beifiv ofn ae@a T aien FeafRE |
q, grevTIce fAfew (P Tty Torem AT Mge ToT w3 YA ivwr @2 ¢S
HFIRA AT 2l oDl T 81 ICAR, T T *Ioteq I TG T 9 wamgs)ef
ISR eSS
b, ANAFST @Al TN @ ISR P 581 ¢ FHFIe SR IS 5 ALHE, TR
o R G AFfeT AAAREER Aot SrEacaioy S @eafedT |
TR
Tl ot IR TSR (LFIHE AR PR 0@ € FHGR1 FEoTees SR
G35 ewesd QR A1 IRz | ol IAEE @9 936 < Toam BT 77, IR @ e
ETSa ¢ FFATTT ANG WA RETT dAfed T (58 FRRE | ©fF 51, IFe!
A2 ALASF TS WL JroTer (HfFe T4ie AN0E W4 T H7 ¢ Ao o
G ToIce TN =7 | [Reie @M@ o FRSIE Jrm ACHEET [KEIE a3 SEele)
T A IR, @A QR A, ANGT FeH 932 e TGN QP FPTR 27 |
eI 7 < b wwrey (g foe femyeia aibe wiifee afsgs et pmE
G fFresie F4F Ahsl | fof araie fevaela Awmfte w91 e mrfee™ g
a7 YW (TSTFe!, FAHFF ¢ TRGF AT A2 F@ GHaam wfovoaa afedr
FACS (GAMRCET | @ P OtF TS O G A (IR (T (FHD@ G
A ToMre 7T G AW | (F*R6® G @I IELE 7jF <517 el ReR aifewt Face
AR R, EILIE AR ] @92 MREAY AP THIGR AHF 8 JFIIAF MG
NS AGTed FALET 2I0F qIZA A2 FCE |

rafarr =iz e o aeeame [ S<gE o 37 Tl ¢ Mo Frowm
AR O AboTorR ARBT A | fofq ol TRl @ 4317 8 AWfes cw@ e rte
ACES TBCHA OIS TSP A Aed Ao TAMCNITS S 0o #i1eet 1 98 Frieed
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