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Abstract

To Bengalee, to Indian - even to outsiders, Vivekananda is known as a seer, humanist, and
social activist. He is not usually recognised as a philosopher, but rather as ‘Swamiji’.
However, his writings and lectures are filled with deep philosophical insights. One example
of a philosophical argumentative analysis appears in his critique of the supporters of the
principle of Utility. The advocates of Utilitarianism, such as Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart
Mill, have urged us to abandon belief in supernatural entities, which they regard as
mysterious, and to lead an altruistic moral life. By adopting the principle of ‘the greatest
good for the greatest number,” the claim that one can effectively explain sacrifices and
altruism inclination. Swamiji respectfully disagrees with the utilitarians at this point. He
argues that ethics cannot be developed without a conviction in the existence of the
supernatural or a belief in its infinity. He presented numerous arguments side by side to
expose the moral emptiness of the Western ‘Hitavada” principle. This paper is a humble
attempt to reflect on Swamiji's observations.
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“By utility is meant that property in any object, whereby it tends to produce

benefit, advantage, pleasure, good, or happiness.””

> Jeremy Bentham, An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation (1789)
Oxford, ch. I, p.2
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“Actions are right in proportion as they tend to promote happiness, wrong as
they tend to produce the reverse of happiness. By happiness are intended

pleasure and the absence of pain.””
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*7.S. Mill, Utilitarinism (1863) ch.II, P. 9-10.
°J.S. Mill, Utilitarinism (1863) ch.II, P.14.
® Ibid, Ch. 111, P. 40-41.
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” Swami Vivekananda, The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, Volume II - Jnana-
Yoga (The Necessity of Religion), 14t Edition, Advaita Ashrama. P.63.
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“Why should I do good to other men, and not injure them? If happiness is the
goal of mankind, why should I not make myself happy and others unhappy?

What prevents me?”"
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** Swami Vivekananda, The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, Volume II - Jnana-
Yoga (The Necessity of Religion), 14th Edition, Advaita Ashrama.p. 63-64.
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