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Abstract

Care ethics has emerged as an important perspective in contemporary moral philosophy,
emphasizing empathy, relationships, and moral responsibility as the basis of ethical life.
Developed primarily by feminist thinkers such as Carol Gilligan and Nel Noddings, care
ethics challenges the dominance of abstract and rule-based moral theories. In the context of
Indian philosophical thought, Mahatma Gandhi’s views on women have often been
interpreted in contradictory ways. Gandhi is sometimes regarded as a thinker who held
conservative or even critical views regarding women, as he occasionally pointed out certain
limitations in women’s social roles and responsibilities. However, such an interpretation
does not fully capture the complexity of his thought. This paper argues that although Gandhi
criticized certain social conditions and limitations associated with women, he was not
fundamentally anti-women. On the contrary, Gandhi frequently emphasized qualities such
as compassion, self-sacrifice, patience, and moral strength as distinctive virtues of women,
and he incorporated many of these values into his own ethical and political philosophy. By
examining Gandhiji’s views on women through the framework of care ethics, this paper
attempts to demonstrate that his emphasis on non-violence, service, and moral responsibility
shows significant affinity with the principles of care ethics. At the same time, the paper
critically evaluates the strengths and limitations of Gandhi’s perspective within the broader
context of contemporary feminist ethical discourse.

Keywords: Care Ethics, Gandhian Philosophy, Feminist Ethics, Women's Liberation, Non-
violence, Moral Responsibility
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“To call woman the weaker sex is a libel; it is man’s injustice to woman. If by
strength is meant moral power, then woman is immeasurably man’s
superior.” i
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