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Abstract

The 1920s stand as a landmark era in the social, political, and economic history of Bengal.
Inspired by the post-World War I global economic depression, inflation, and the success of
the 1917 Russian Revolution, an unprecedented awakening emerged among the working
class in India's industrial belts. In particular, there was a pressing need to give a structured
political form to the spontaneous grievances of workers in Kolkata and its adjacent jute mill
areas. During this critical juncture, a significant section of the educated, socially conscious
middle-class intelligentsia directly involved themselves in the labor movement. Their
primary objective was to sensitize the neglected laborers and employees regarding their
legitimate rights and to build a robust trade union or labor organization to secure those
rights.

The contemporary periodicals served as one of the primary instruments of this
organizational endeavor. In the early 1920s, specifically between 1921 and 1924, several
labor-friendly magazines were published from Kolkata, among which 'Sanghati’, are
particularly noteworthy. These periodicals did not merely disseminate news; they provided
theoretical and practical direction to foster a distinct 'Labor Consciousness' among the
working class. How these magazines determined the course of the labor movement amidst
the political turmoil of that time, and specifically how 'Sanghati' conveyed the messages of
'Class Collaboration' and 'Labor Liberation' to the common people, is the central theme of
this essay. This research is primarily based on the editorial comments and archival records
of the original 1920s periodicals, presented here as a documented testament to the struggle
of the working class in Bengal.

Keywords: Labor Movement, Sanghati Magazine, Trade Union, Class Collaboration, The
Twenties (1920s), Santosh Kumari Devi, Industrial Politics, Nationalism, Periodicals,
Economic Depression, Press Employees' Association, Labor Consciousness, Hunger Strike
of Political Prisoners, Labor Laws, Cooperative Movement, Bureaucratic Interference
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