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Abstract

In the Bengal Renaissance of the nineteenth century, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar emerged
as a thinker who constructed a distinctive philosophical position through social reform, the
expansion of education, and moral courage. Although he was not a philosopher in the
conventional academic sense, his writings, social movements, and critical engagement with
scriptures reveal a coherent humanistic and rationalist philosophy. This article analyzes
Vidyasagar’s philosophical thought through the lenses of humanism, moral philosophy,
social justice, critique of religion, and applied ethics. It also presents a comparative
discussion of his ideas with the reformism of Raja Rammohan Roy and modern moral
philosophy.
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