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Abstract

Swami Vivekananda was not merely a spiritual leader; he was one of the foremost social
revolutionaries of modern India. His life philosophy reflects a successful synthesis of the
rationalism of the Brahmo Samaj, the syncretism of Sri Ramakrishna, and the liberal
humanism of Buddhism. Transcending the boundaries of traditional spirituality, he
established himself as a modern and scientifically-minded social reformer. Vivekananda’s
ideal of ‘Man-making education” prioritized character building over the colonial system's
clerk-producing education, and his perspectives on women's empowerment and the
abolition of the caste system were remarkably revolutionary. Furthermore, his active
inspiration behind industrialization and the expansion of advanced scientific research —
most notably his influence on Jamsetji Tata’s research projects and the promotion of
indigenous technical industries —added a new dimension to India’s progressive journey. By
introducing the concept of ‘serving living beings as Shiva’ (Shib-gyane Jiv-seba), he integrated
spirituality with Karma Yoga, regarding the service of the distressed as the ultimate religion.
In today’s individualistic and fragmented society, his eternal philosophy serves as an
indispensable guide for fostering human unity and solidarity. This discourse provides a
profound analysis of Vivekananda’s multifaceted progressive thoughts and their practical
applications in the context of the contemporary world, highlighting his call for women's self-
reliance and his stinging critique of untouchability as a ‘“demonic trait.”
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