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Abstract

Overall, five times Rabindranath Tagore had visited Amarica:1912-13, 1916-17, 1920-21,
1929 and 1930. His maiden visitation was an allied journey with his son Rathindranath
Tagore and daughtet-in-law Pratima Devi. The second one, i.e. in 1916, proved to be an
odyssey. Tagore's personal acquaintance with Zona Gale (1874-1938) in the house of
Harriet Moodie stood out to be a less acclaimed, yet an important chapter in Tagore's life
story. Zona Gale, a prominent American feminist writer and a Pulitzer Prize winner,
already came across some of the renderings of The Gitanjali, and it certainly made her
curious and respectful for this Asian stalwart. Importantly, this visitation was brought to
light for the first time by Amalendu Bagchi in a well-known Bengali journal Desh.
However, in the biographies of Tagore, this is almost unsung. This paper/essay thus
attempts to focus on Tagore's encounter with Gale as a significant landmark in both the
persons' life. It also seeks to put forward the liberal minded Gale's noble character and
feministic views. For Tagore, he not only drew interest in her as mere a Pulitzer Prize
winner, but also for her deep diving perspective on humanity and civilization. It may be
seen a cultural encounter between two different epoch-making personalities, how often
alike they think, alike they work. With a brief introduction to their life, this paper also will
bring to attention the efficacy of their meetings, conversations etcetera. And under this
light, it will also be an important addition to Rabindra scholarship.
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To miss Zona Gale

I lived on the shady side of the road,

And watched my neighbours’ gardens

across the way revelling in the sunshine.
I went with hunger in my heart
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The more they gave me from their careless abundance

The more I become aware of my beggar's bowl

Till one morning I awoke from my sleep

at the sudden opening on my door.

and you came and asked for alms

In despair I broke the lid of my chest open-

and was startled into finding my own wealth.

Rabindranath Tagore

Dec. 31, 1916

FRSIB A FAT TS AP SR 1 Sodb A Y AMGTe FF@ACLR AN (&AF

AP T | G AqEIAbIS! @i sz geife e | ofw ffen @eiree wq@Ted
AT O ™8 | (AR G T O A S SR G3R & @91 | G el
(AF T AT @ (NI TR AMEAFS e ATCS AF G2 AF6 AN O AT et
I G W FHCOF (TG A Fro for ot Kew- @F, ©keqd g8, el o,
Teify 59 W@ (Fourth Dimension) STFISNE & FE CFE | (S NG A0S
SINGET @ (GO AR O SO T TEifes e @O o[ @ 1 (@
FRASIFIE ©fF A% J30® fofel e Giae Feice arime [ fegrer @t o (e af
g1 @M= ey Py Mz TRCR (AGEE AfeRF TRAZHE | ©F N SR FARACS
Welee™ =@M, Nationalism, Reminiscences Tofifw I3afel foei 1 I3efer fof a5
TS TS | Molel 726 AR ©ifd 3538, W8 (1 T WNH T @S AT
IAGANLT AR ArFres @eR fof Mol e @reEfeEe g 97 | 5i- «3
WA wGe fof fgstt ferem ) fofy fres galean® siewe 3@ fere@ o2 @
TSI T G *2@E TF  EAEE 1 o @il e | ww wiffceEar eege
@ T 3 A 90 JWE AR FEREE | 92 AT ¢Ge-RmeE @i
TS R STed | (@ SR (@Pe T RIsten weets, @A T, Sieitas
ACo@ I YL A2 (AP 93 NPT | (@FAF @R FAGANRLT G Fie! G,
It z-

We live in this world when we love it

Let the dead have the immortality of fame,
But the living the immortality of love.

I have seen the as the half-awakened child
sees his mother in the dusk of the dawn
And then smiles and sleeps again.

I shall die again and again to know that
life is inexhaustible.
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While I was passing with the crowd in the road
I saw the smile from the balcony and I sang and forget all noise

Love is life in its fullness like the cup with its wine.

They light their own lamps and sing their own words

in their temples. But the birds sing thy name

in thine own morning light - for thy name is Joy.
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