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Abstract

Who asks whether ghosts exist or not? Some believe they do exist, while others think it is all
strange imagination. Whether ghosts exist or not, ghost stories certainly continue to thrive.
However, in the stories and novels of the eminent writer Shirshendu Mukhopadhyay, ghosts
appear in a completely different form. Here, ghosts are not terrifying. They do not kill
anyone, nor do they frighten people. Rather, they seem like very helpful friends. They are
far more humane than they are supernatural. Perhaps this is why these ghosts have secured
a permanent place in the minds of young readers.

Novels such as Gosain Baganer Bhoot, Pagla Saheber Kabor, and Nrisimha Rahasya have
transcended their time to become timeless classics. There was a time when children would
secretly read books written for adults. Shirshendu seems to have reversed that habit —now
adults secretly read the stories and novels he wrote for children. This essay attempts an
analytical discussion of some of his most memorable novels.
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