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Abstract

The representation of female characters in Bangladeshi drama is often closely associated
with marginality. This paper analyzes the position of women in Bangladeshi dramatic
literature, their marginalization within socio-political contexts, and the perspectives of
playwrights. Historically, from the colonial period to the post-independence era, women
have been portrayed as victims of a patriarchal society, a condition reflected through war,
poverty, gender discrimination, and cultural conflict. Through illustrative analyses of plays
by Syed Shamsul Haq, Selim Al Deen, and others, the study demonstrates that female
marginality is not merely a symbol of subjugation but also of resistance. These
representations mirror gender-based inequalities in society and stimulate movements for
women’s emancipation. The discussion explores women’s marginality from both literary
and sociological perspectives, making it significant for cultural studies in Bangladesh.

Keywords: Women’'s Representation, Marginality, Bangladeshi Drama, Patriarchy,
Feminism, Selim Al Deen, Syed Shamsul Haq, Gender Inequality, Resistance, Cultural
Conflict
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