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Abstract

This paper offers a comprehensive critical analysis of Putul Nacher Itikatha by Manik
Bandopadhyay, focusing on its thematic, structural, and philosophical dimensions. It
examines the significance of the novel’s title as a metaphor for human existence, where
individuals appear as puppets controlled by complex social relations rather than
supernatural determinism. The study highlights the interplay between nature, environment,
and human psychology, emphasizing how biological impulses and socio-economic
conditions shape character behavior. The language of the novel —marked by a blend of sadhu
and cholito forms—is analyzed as a powerful narrative tool that enhances realism and
emotional depth. Furthermore, the paper explores the influence of Freudian psychoanalysis
in depicting suppressed desires, particularly through the characters of Shashi and Kusum.
The conflict between tradition and modernity is examined through the father-son
relationship between Gopal and Shashi, reflecting broader tensions within middle-class
society. By comparing Manik’s vision with Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay’s Pallisamaj, the
study underscores differing approaches to rural life and human suffering. Ultimately, the
novel emerges as a profound exploration of determinism, human agency, and existential
crisis in modern Bengali literature.

Keywords: Determinism and Human Agency, Psychoanalytic Criticism, Rural Society and
Modernity, Language and Narrative Technique, Existential Crisis
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