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Abstract
A historic ethnolinguistic campaign in post-1947 India called the Punjabi Suba movement

aimed to establish a province specifically for Punjabi speakers. The movement was closely
linked to the Sikh community's struggle for political and cultural autonomy inside the
Indian Union, even if its ostensible foundation was the idea of linguistic reorganisation.
The nearly two-decade-long movement, which was spearheaded by the Shiromani Akali
Dal, was marked by widespread demonstrations, acts of civil disobedience, and hunger
strikes. When the conflict peaked in 1966, the central government was compelled to divide
the pre-existing state of East Punjab. This resulted in the transfer of hilly areas to Himachal
Pradesh, the creation of the present-day Punjabi-majority state of Punjab, and the Hindi-
speaking state of Haryana. Beyond just redrawing maps, the movement established the
current administrative and linguistic boundaries of Northern India and significantly altered
the region's identity politics. With an emphasis on the Suba movement's historical evolution
and sociopolitical relevance, this essay employs an analytical methodology and secondary
sources.
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TG GIFCeR 43 7RI5F e AeNT N WA ..., &I 6T

TP N FACS (G | @I W State Reorganization Commission 4 (R
PO A 11 A 2lefs O Aey 1 T S NI (2P FE [ AIFIER
THA D19 A2 IR W) WA @ FC | AW State Reorganization Commission A
SR wifkee vfb RaeE estq fofe oo e 01 des, FH ewmyd o 7 @
ISR ST ¢ FIFho AV IR | SIS, HATHAE €8 ST I AR
QAR AN Seld (el Hicaeet | SRR 7Rl e o S W e e
TEMRA WM A5C Fah IR COIEET | 3R AT WeTd (9ry [foq ATHieT bere A |
1965 I OIS 2NFVE JCad SR @2 TN, @ATT 2 ey omie a2 I |
SOLY HTETH Tb AT SR AT SR WFTod W A< A Q7 FE IR
Punjab State Reorganization Bill @3 @&t renft fadfos =7 e wfwd fofweldl Fee
el o o I gt T aew affe T@ At we Wit 3o ¢Em
o ¥t ot @5 (S Affofs 2w Bote im |

Gfo o AFee i AMET g fowrerRe (At Fial FUeE 47 @ e foe
Khushwant Singh S8 38 'A History Of The Sikhs, Vol II’ ¢® TTat=,

“The ideal of a sovereign Sikh state has never been very far from the Sikh
mind. Ever since the days of Guru Gobind Singh, Sikh congregations have
chanted the litany raj karey ga Khalsa the Khalsa shall rule-at the end of their
daily prayers; innumerable Sikhs gave their lives to achieve this ambition”
(Singh 286)

“MeflfR I ACAAETR B Frfe FETo! 132 W T@Ae 14 T2m wife fermrR PiferoE
G ©IFCod Ted SN TeCeT AT AIKCO G I Fea 4 [HALIce A1 mifw f7erd Hiew
fea & 52 AEF Wi Qe | R & 7j8F SRS (Homeland) 97 wi_T
AT IPOE Sl FREE (Torg SUfe 2@fRe (Suri 32) |

SIACS FHITO! HATS! do¢o-ddpbo G WHtE (@ Refee aafs M s/ ¥t Twiw 2
Y GG = O (eIt W SRS TSI ol ReTe o 91 By eioee Fighe (e
7@ @IS e Taew oo @l I 1 799 KeretTa IBTe! ™8 2 61, So8Y AT el
AIW 9 (OI6F IR et 2 orice =i ol e azd 619 &+ (S5 amia
JCF | TSl TS AN TR O e TR ol [difae =x 7w ¢ 3wEfs @ qfs
oA @og fofe o0q, ored FA4 o SiRred @RFFor e Wikl SRl
sefRgifee il awie Scafee | 58 Tl oRl e @ eRifee Figfe meat grlee @i
TS deRE Ted se 7Y W fRere o[ Ave eI o Rewd 2wt o
fafa Amiieff* 2agH F@RA (Deol 179-180) |

AR FETA RS (MBGTAR 5J2F A T STV A7 35y FE SIS
H SPIE ArepeleE Fies AT w061 wgma AefR, B @3 T 3 feals o Fem
N T[S 21 dveo AT WAGE @2 FIFBIR AP ol O 2L T
SCARTCTR I FACS 2TAfb® I, A &l 92 WP ([A W K& BT (Deol 180) 1 5589
A oiFe FRTe! @3 7 ¢ P Mty vasR fofere oiRe 8 AfTitTa e
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TG SRR M A[IOF QT e 7 WCAAT GFb.... &I 6T
frefeaad AT TR AITF S AT FC | (TSI ST T AL Wit
e A AW sAeEs Afomedn @EnelEm TN 7 ¢ MY Tt oeee 5 @i
IR GFICF 7F AGHCIA PrTal, 2NfFVICT 5 I (Kapur 208) | A& AT SO ATCe
w2 e fRited el PR fosl A wds oS g3k Sl AfFVIC b A0 0T
f5% 2 (Deol 180) | $584 I FExTa T fial WS 3fers e @ A« AR @22
OF T FUZE N A @7 AL AL Seo b Afezl>e TSomeey 2@ @2 @7
AR SR SF FEIe T3 & @ #ifofiel FAce 2 1 TFeR A 3o B (et ey s
5 coltae = #AfAsel 70 AHIEF NG 0b * el Bf | O Tl TRIGMR FI#F o7
SIOR 2N ATLWIRE A9 S O RS I @2 “1eid 7fo I TemiEd
A Afaere 27 1 PIeme IRpfe fRvma el e Ifa T @32 fiE eRerR eI
O30 (=I5 [AFFE ALPRTY TRMIE FABKS 21 (Deol 181) | 585 ATH AROS AlEIE TN
TR 7Y foet Qu e @ae P fee yo ¥eied g eI ST dved T AN
TR 2RI Wer vy *eieH 2 @R we =ei 1 (Kapur 208) |

G8 (e 9o g g 2 e, P TRMIGE (F AW G FAfe
iR G 29 @92 Taig Hme Wiy f[oed tofd 20 A | I FAEA ST G
CFG e P RETcae TR e 2@ @1 @3 0 (A ARG e IR @
TRGE QM Foa® 27 (e T S e /AR @Feefe 93 G ETRPN (@ JAT
[T fod T AWM J ORI G2 FACO AT €2 IR Oiid O Wi FAF oA
“{fafgfere feet 71, TR @2 ~AfafEfore T *mMrwel azd FE A MY TR @ Tericoa
Wy fowel tofet S (Singh 289) | Khushwant Singh ©1F 92 'A History Of The Sikhs, Vol II'
-9 TR,

“Sikh trading classes of western Punjab were more severely hit. Their capital
was lost. There were no Muslim traders in east Punjab whose place they could
take, and the government was not in a position to give them enough money
to restart their businesses. Too proud to beg, their pride did not prevent them
from being extremely bitter with a government...” (Singh 290).

S58b A FAFIF Y6 *MCFH &2 e A W3 MY AEHR AT (R B O (Singh
290) | FIATS! AFIS! AGAEI *QCA @2 AT SRR [ @x« ©i ool @ 79 smre
TS *RFWE (FATS (27 A T 58 AR Ak AR 9o e TG [ow 2w
AT | (6 1Y ASpeferd @IFf@® I PEPSU 4! Patiala and East Punjab State Union QIS
2 @A Y MR @R @l e AR TN o 85,0 *eitd @32 8brb *SITH (Deol
181)1 PEPSU U7 d&ayd RRGIE Yadavendra Singh f&ted @ 4@ =@ Gian Singh
Rarewala | f¥i¥ 98 A “Afere Fa0e, vy ARG o 77 Ae@d Feafad e efens
PEPSU @3 ) A& FACA (Singh 290) |

S5@q I TR RS Ml e 1R g e Feafee I &) Ol @i
aeerERe e | Sl ot ¢ fafvr o M Ateiaes ot s (el S0 =3 (Singh 290) |
fRi<@l we SIS W I SIMd SRR & I | SR IS M I (@ Su@ 2770
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TG SRR M A[IOF QT e 7 WCAAT GFb.... &I 6T
Fere AEEE o 2o Al Al afFied ey few (Gfrtra qoe1 Fore) e A
ferfoire | oo 2!, @ qf Al PR G @B sreq AR [Kace
(I A A IS RA(RE ETBICF AT (AP 74T I T R ©iF {7 f2fnerdt
P AN FeTE 41 Tfo® | AN “Menf wagA ffoice avwg et SR Ay (e
Th® 1 @It @1 osarrel foet a1 @ el 31 el o ¢ Afveis fofe s M=
GIRIT ALY T1et 199 FACS (BT | Khushwant Singh S1F 32 A History Of The
Sikhs, Vol II (® IR “The demand for the Suba was in fact one for a Sikh majority state;
language was only the sugar-coating.” (Singh 292). G<91(< (9&]@ oI VML &) THAT
AR B @R T SN T 2T A WA ML A AAANE AR SO IR
(oIt (Singh 291-292) |

S58L-558Q FCH PACTY TFRYEA (PSR T &Y ©FAF Wl & 2Nefed 4w
T T 1 e e @ e feaam 2 2w ¢ifS == wnenfs o s fc 1 @rfer we
5@ A 2fST® State Reorganization Commission €< TR qPIfFFeE e BAGLISL
Al OF AT FIT T ©OIad NS (o T | I Wel 2lefiq, PEPSU @<e ASBIcTd
AT O LA FAPAET T A FCF 27 @ PEPSU U7 fRfwerdl sreeetafer
Afsra fafvrerd weeefera e uFige 26T FA @ 1 AFE 7 @ 2P IS eme
@, 936 G Aey e OrATS A Ml P Safers TP I Gk e[ Acghon
fRBI®! AT A2 FAE (Deol 181) | T %l Al A6 200Ta W At 2Meaf< s
a3 ST AW ReTE 9E 4@ Ime (e T e fee et fom as
SRLIEY RIS WLFIF Q3 WIGH 1 SSED AT NI (WD SR b,© *eie 2y «qe
oe *oiex Y feet | Toifcafie oRce Fivma sremite dfsfiag el Aetafes cwa
e afefafse & ‘i{ﬁﬂqﬁ I T8 T TS pRSg ewvifie afei4red (communal
represtation) e #j2< gl R FAma (0 AT CF@ AT Srasite AR It |
ipifel wel 936 2 e e SIe Ol 8 (T T FACS (GTAMRE QIR VY@ FLTeY
ot el et e sfRae dom el T SR )R w0 GZei
oY [T 4o 98 WS AEF (multi-ethnic state) HRIETY TRMIRT FIOIF 7 o @92
RS W TSI 7% 2@ SW (Deol 182) |

T *7<e! M@ A TANEd bEFd e oRE TRl o e azed
facaifas! wcafeee | @Y sTeces bl e S 2 o e siveTel 3w e @
Al oqma oI rgorl fReT@ il oF & aepie Face ¥ e et
RO (@R FHF &) GI0 e QST B @F TEOFRA S0€d A2 SYY O AT
oAl Sl Wigorl 2 (Al a1 35qd A oRf® Aicens ~Aiv fferm feqorr st W@
qEFE ANl @ OwF WMol REE @R F@feE | oy weadaef arefe wem [e
fewrel e @ @ fiar orEE wae Qe 424 I ©ind T G0 22 ey tofd
FAT ARTEHN I, @AW Y TRWE T v e A 93 Wi sead e
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TG GIFCeR 43 7RI5F e AeNT N WA ..., &I 6T

TR @ TVia T e IIFife] el @ FUAN FIFIEE N TS @ [ora
2@ W (Deol 182-183) |

State Reorganization Commission % S Wik e PereRe Fafes ¢17
QI Wl FAFCAT €9 B9 3B T T G0 AT W e 1 A T 9
G TSI DIfce e fween (EEe wivad @9z Y g3 Ew RSl sseweE
e S+ 2R (Kapur 212) |

S5@8 A SGPC U7 f&iba wi<ife] Wit «pfb et e (a7 | ei<pifet weets weifetaisg
e SISl ST (F SIFed F (Ol | AR SoA [ AT AGANSS [THF© &F
FF % Tvals amdq Fa0e ¥ I 1 T AR fefey Ot AemiRe @ieTa hesia
AT TIIEI TTFEHI IR (SN | A FIFI S56 ¢ AR AT A A0S 270
TARFS @R eo e wif 3@ 1 R Ao v fragiee eeee FAcs A S
SIife] ST YA ST & 2GS ABCS A0 d5CE AR (N W FLPE GT61 FACS
THFE AR AT G0 Tgq Bl QST &F 21 (T G 9T TIOTBE Ao
fRiE ST ot R oiel e oo TSl Ieibias e dfe FFR a9 I A=AM
G« (Kapur 212-213) |

il 799 raies! O e @l M Fdu e (e @R o1 sime @eR
T4 TR | SR (AR T JTER AHER Heosw fRidma oiord ¥ wifg sie
S TR | ST T 79 o, (9% ARMET 2R/ 2ewR oifwdfbe st o1t e
R el I | SFITR G2 STWEAE SRRSO TFeTo! T FCATRE TG AT (AT
fale (FRITTRAT TS FCH (SITT 20 | &l §2 W WK S2000 F#ACE (aFeid T4 2eafee
(Kapur 213) |

@ WL SdEE TR WG W State Reorganization Commission SR 1= A<
Ao it EeE o fofe o aoiym 01 dewe F ofF [Keas et o
afie e “eFTR” AT 7 (AF JFAATOSR q FEFOR (Spatially) S 0
Ao M el | RSITSe STARTCT 6% Sl PR AL Soiees AL el
@4l ficafeet | el faga @ Pienfs orf ey ate Reafe! s@ie | s a9 st
SRIF Qe MR Ao A TRWIEE AWM A6S Fah IR COIET | i 2w Pre, [
I ACE L HeFS ReeT TR “While others got States for their languages, we
lost even our language” (Deol 2000 185-186). WFBIF O Fi2 (312 feAee i 3@ e
‘decree of Sikh annihilation’ (Kapur 214) | %=1 Wi 7 Al ey o @36 FreadTe
e wifedfrers &2 @ Fog | gl vk @ g =t AR @ sedsi®
E @9 2¥ TuR 7kl (W @ew el AfNTeir @@n A9 @3 Wik o e
TR FE FR TS AW 72 et il g7 A (Deol 184) |

FAGFICAT AN @8 P 0 A 9 21 A Wl G2 FFIEE TG AT

Regional formula 3¢ 2 | G PEPSU (& “ISICIF A 7eFS T A @1 20 68
e even fFrezet o agits qaefie <o et e aeiftafes amr z@fee )
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TG SRR M A[IOF QT e 7 WCAAT GFb.... &I 6T
PLACT 0 SCADE NN G2 G2 WA S Sl =4 (Deol 2000) | TSR BCS
15 feifers (fitre e 7o does AETT SGPG @ fNIbta T3 ge I AT FI
T A COICE | SGPG @R A (et fibed @it Prare azel S« 27 1 (@9t ARERe

T A1 = ‘The only solution of the linguistic trouble in the Punjab is to bifurcate Punjab
on the basis of Punjabi and Hindi" (Kapur 214).

e v o afeAeT 2% @ @A “shahidi” oIk =2 GE@ Healfds 0@
o i =< St (oer «ifim oY et SR el w1 oTe o iR fufara Sraee
A WP FE AESFA P ACS O AT @47 5191 B A0S A 1 9% Tae &
Ol TR ToF T PO TIfF B0 A0 2l OIAd 5T FACS BI2 GR S 4 ad
G AFS 30O el 2 | Al AIFIE 3 g oA (Fea wo Al | ol fore
QIR T P (O (TS FCA QIR OIMA AW ATDACE SHIW e
SRR ASTE I | TSI TSI 2 AT (ST 7 WP AT T F
20S P I (Kapur 214-215) |

SHY0 FAIE AFIFT Wel 3 WTHET 17 A sl | o1 Fie 7o 1912 aza s
G [R ©Ce ~R@ e o wF 0 | o[ PR Wi IEMREW @ TR A€ 910
TR WK (M (7 @32 Aifora afecaes fefere fiime [eera (@aee sfeaisls
TR T GG FRET N0 A0 1 Ol P2 gF TR e A A e T o
T @pd M EF T GR W (T TP 2T ©OF AR 7o wpod ool wife
41 =¥ (Kapur 214-215) |

BT ALNE TG (FZF AT WFfeTma v @ Aremiize Wik e
T e g fof Tt sieface Miime Rema e o aeifeie sfeaes
SWBA T GFD B I e 21 89 M o/ S|t e O Qe (4 F0F @32 aF o
I AfSAT @A vooo MY (e 2eafeet ©f ol L 27 1 TS APferra P
Gt (AN WS S o) (1B TR 107 FC3; 58 S@L@ey o Wit e
PR DPICR (FIFEFN AH 2N o 66 F (Kapur 215-216) |

G G2 AR (TOTE N @ G2 IR [ oo TofaEa T
PO S BHetE O GG GETRGNIT Sib #Y H8 Fog PR “Myge I 1 soue A T
1R SGPC (Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee) €9 @7F & SGiq FACS el
2 | IIfe] WEeTs *f S @A JFE SGPC U Ao 70w &felts IS LA A9 oo
TofF feaie feet A oIvR Y AEtAfos FINFECR (F@ @I fofe em 6 (Deol 185-
187) |

3 ARISIPICE TG FOR P1R (Al e Fof el a1 &y Sl 936f6 oI e |
8 OFe AT Jad I OF a8 T ZS 2@ I (Kapur 216) | GFNL GRAAA
(2Fd Y @8 IR g (Toimd Wy =i, IR ol A ofe ofe @
TRITPfeA feal | SpLe AR CTUHRE OIFS ¢ ATV M4 Jrad AMSR @ T, @A
R 2T ST @ FCE 1 ddLY AEF TG AT SO AT AR AT
43, IT-0, ST, 202 e L




TG GIFCeR 43 7RI5F e AeNT N WA ..., &I 6T

W oMl AT &2 I 1 3oLy AR EUHHE eI ST 79t TR (Punjab State
Reorganization Bill) eyl fadfC® 271 wfEd fafweldt ssres (eweiief fam 2famme aie asfo
T AeT 1S 27 €32 AEIET Tara Ay fFwer ey el afer e amee
ALY FITS T TW @I TRAMB A o G o M e e @36 T ey i
23 (Deol 187) 1

GZOIRE €8 *Ioiee Y 3R b *Teie fay e e Aoy #fieffq 31 tofd 1 =7 1 dveo
TS AR A g6 Toq =27 vfeas dfsie sa zmes @b fregy sk
TART BN M5 Le Corbusier, €3 g *2F HOMT(Fa AU G2 NI (e AL
(AN T 2 (Deol 187-188) |

A1 A AW T sifeerie e MY @og | Qi v 7ide i e T
A T RO 93 AT AeiAfes Wi weifRer @i oedfed | |efe oot b
Ol F12 558¢ AT TCFY FCARE “There is not the least doubt that the Sikh religion will
live only as long as the panth exist as an organized entity.” (Deol 189)

eIfer Wl fres ewmgell Aeoldw Qe e e w0, @b o iy v
GEPIF TCAT AoS] OGH I | ATISIFIE AT e 27 @3 +13f% e «ofq et sweea
To fofe Fea N Tt AGATSS (G WHARA 2ty Wil v Wi dE @ MY
TRVER 9% AGATOP el BETE F1& F11 B 407 ofergd & @972 (Deol 189) |

G35 M RRETE Rime Areifers wiedazd e g3 erRmeda sy ffze fee iRl
o (™ PR o 4T PR @I AGATS FRME AEBS FAF G AR 23
AfSD TR aREl o 24T eF TN 4fe Todm Y39 FN2 G (&N Afaes
FEMRE | @2old Ol (Tew MY 2o a2 dfoxe @3 I GR OITME TP
ASATST CH(@ (I IR G (581 BIeNs | Aol (Tordt g Facee @ a6 F&A el T
M T PR AeAfes AR avi wefRe wiE @bl ok R 19 vt 93fe
o1 TMB (territorial unit) AFE AT ST ASRHEN ST AFCE (Deol 189-190) |

A FR AT #F Sl wel *Pens e wikige &3 @3 fFEi5ar AreAifors
a3 TG oK o 771 A sTemy el v ffoq Qe @R @RI T e
Fafeet 1 o@ Mg fdion e wqmm @i wem Wi Amka fwm an e
AT GFBHA ©IR o6 @A (Deol 190) | Fad ifba fKfey *fexien Fwex
TG A R N @fyfde fom am M oitrme it i vee @3t e
Af Tt 2w Toofeet | W meffie sfenaa eem FAveT Fea™ wet aiifer AeETa e @
o g fAdiva Face el 21 Iwas A «3 SIS A=emiRFSl (cross-communal)
FPAACR TAFHA AT WeT S50a-ddbo AT W o “Aeid [ureprem Aol Fve
GG (OB Wo ISR @M (TIB (TS TN A | JPIfe Werr MHiLed &ivel AN &y
TP 2B AL WRE Afeniaol FAS TR 5993 AT ve 2ierd Raeprel &b
1] et FFe! (TP BRATS T | ddbo AT AR MRSCH 15 deeas so B @eeas
T SR TPT T S IR | U032 SRR (SIHEMA FICr I b azeltiore! @t G161
43, IT-0, ST, 202 e vy



TG SRR M A[IOF QT e 7 WCAAT GFb.... &I 6T
ewIfTe 21 AR A AR AT (AT Sdbro AR T AR 7ol Sy (@B AT A
IEL HAOW A (AT | AR SFN0R 29 e v aeifer wet sepied «@3e
FECFS S T (67 2@ G (@B TR VT e 7 | TwIed A @ TS
ST 7ol R 35¢ A Lo AR 1 Spud AT TGS FLIBC BTG SoIeCea
TSR I Wel FIOR W (Deol 190-191) |

SN TN AW, AT 7R Aeed 2R #8 ©itd (A @ AferirenEe v
FEite A=WRT (F@ IFfqe TR FFAfs (3 | SEL ©IF @ IR SO AR
QT AT AEWRE TRETOF FRered AR 192 ARATFe = I 2AFR NN’
QEEAfFe @R @ FOE qAiafes v, Siwa Fed Faie [ama afea w=eifre
3@ M 8 feyme 3 AL Aratafos #fwore FE aeiles | squa o M ayirs
T AP T ) AeiAres warel, e FA0o A | I9 T Al veree mme FiR
A FACO TRARE O AEeAfod FNoF KRBT & IR O AGeANSS W A (S6
N FCAZ QPG AR APCS FHT AR (Deol 191) |

SGPG «7 87 Tl Weed fFa@e AMeIEe qeeiiocs QP meE a3 FoRE *fere
AfFTS FACZ | AVAST FIEGH A AR (GoIE O I Qrerze «e f[feq =i
I8t ofe SN FATE & oo TR (6¥ IR | PTG Agor T R
(AN TG Ty AT Ao @fet @ «F0ea 203! BifeTn T2 @ T @ e el
Moot fofie Agorl REd (@R FAR & @F R As! Siferafee | 2f-89 o
TR @ aRcefere 7@ e o Fied 7Y ¢ P e SraE eyt @ 1 o SiteR
T I AAIER (A 7% TF Slee Ty ¢ fFma qnE igs, ool AlSEd
2 QW Spud AR aWNeIacs Alefem (7 ey SR FAeeTy TemiE AT
R Al O ey PAfer @R RmE ol 26w Tge «ft T A eE HAfdfbe
@ €W |

Mol 1 @eEEe 3oz (iR e s e w3 (P +ifaffs 2w Tore
AT | ATl (eefe FATe! ATl “E [FoiE ol 2y ¢ wfeers e e Isiafes
FIOR TR 2@ 6 IR O Wy «T7 9 {ed foicafeet | @2 o S 1 e
o @ fRiNe iy 4GiF fefere SIS 1w F18e FCAR (Deol 191-192) |
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