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Abstract

One of the most significant and extraordinary subjects of discussion in Advaita Vedanta is
Ajnana. In the Advaita school, “Ajiiana’ is acknowledged as a distinct fundamental category
or Prasthana. Since Ajfidna is defined as Sadasadbhyamabilaksana, an apprehension may arise
that it is impossible to define its Laksana. In response, the Advaitins state that the cessation
of ignorance occurs when the knowledge of the identity between the Jiba and Brahman is
attained. Therefore, Jhiananibartyatba is the defining characteristic of Ajfiana. Even if the
characteristic of Ajfiana is defined in this manner, an objection arises: since Brahman is the
only Prameya in Advaita school and Ajfiana is Aprameéya, so no proof can be presented
regarding Ajfiana. And if no proof can be provided, Ajfiana cannot be accepted as a distinct
category. For the scriptures state — “Laksana-Pramanabhyam-hi-Bastusid'dhih”. In reply to this
objection, the Advaitins argue that although Ajfiana is not established through conventional
means of proof, it is not entirely unproven; this is because Ajfiana is established through
Saksi Pratiti. However, Madhabacarya Byasatirtha, in his work N'yayamrta, presents various
objections against the Advaita position of the Saksibedyatba of Ajiana and attempts to refute
it. In this essay, I shall discuss the nature of the Saksi according to Advaitins and, by refuting
all the objections raised by Madhabacarya, explore how the Advaitins specially
Madhustidana Sarasbati establish the Saksibedyatba of Ajhana.
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