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Abstract
The evolution of poetry draws inspiration from ancestral traditions, embracing both
heritage and innovation. Modern Bengali literature reflects a fusion of ancient and
medieval Indian literary archetypes, shaped by the implementation of the Charter Act on
one hand and the emergence of modern sensibilities on the other. This adaptation was
pioneered by Michael Madhusudan Dutt and continues to evolve, even in the era of
artificial intelligence.

The poetry of Bishnu Dey, spanning from the 1930s to the 1980s, exhibits traces of
literary imitation. His early works, particularly the first three collections—before the
influence of Rabindranath Tagore’s Purana and Marxian philosophy—are deeply rooted in
Vedic and Upanishadic sources. From the 1940s to the 1960s, his poetry increasingly
reflects the influence of the Vedas, Upanishads, Ramayana, Mahabharata, and classical
Sanskrit literature. However, by the 1970s, this tendency towards imitation appears to
decline.

This essay examines Dey’s poetry through the lens of alliteration theory, offering a brief
introduction to its sources and stylistic patterns. Special attention is given to identifying his
creative tendencies while minimizing redundant references to the same literary influences.
Keyword: Poetry Emancipation, Ancient Archetypes, Medieval Indian Literature, Bishnu
Dey, Imitation in Poetry, Vedic and Upanishadic Influence.
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